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Scientific Note

First record of Microtomus cinctipes (Stal) (Heteroptera: Reduviidae:
Hammacerinae) in Panama and a recent record of the species in Ecuador

Primera cita de Microtomus cinctipes (Stal) (Heteroptera: Reduviidae:
Hammacerinae) en Panamd y una cita reciente de la especie en Ecuador
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Abstract. The first record of Microtomus cinctipes from Panama and a recent record of the species from
Ecuador are reported. Additional information on the distribution of the species is given.

Key words: Distribution, Hemiptera, Latin America, Microtominae.

Resumen. Se presentan la primera cita de Microtomus cinctipes de Panamad y una cita reciente de la
especie de Ecuador. Se da informacién adicional acerca de la distribucién de la especie.

Palabras clave: América Latina, distribucién, Hemiptera, Microtominae.

The genus Microtomus Illiger, 1807 within the subfamily Hammacerinae (=Microtominae)
of the Reduviidae contains twelve species and is restricted to the New World (Gil-Santana
et al. 2015).

So far, Microtomus cinctipes (Stél, 1858) has been reported from Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil,
Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Guyana, Nicaragua, Peru, Trinidad and Tobago, the United
States of America and Venezuela (Champion 1897-1901; Stichel 1926; Costa Lima 1935;
Giacchi and Coscarén 1986; Maes 1989, 1998; Maldonado Capriles 1990; Coscarén 2017).

Furthermore, Maes (1989, 1998) cited M. cinctipes for French Guiana, but this seems to
be a misinterpretation of data taken from literature.

On 15-1V-2018, Andrés Chiodi Enrico photographed a specimen of M. cinctipes in
Panama. The specimen was found at a tennis court in the residential complex Embassy
Village, Albrook, Panama City (Lat: 8.991175, Long: -79.562664, Accuracy: 10 m) at
7:42 p.m. EDT (Fig. 1). Andrés Chiodi Enrico wrote: “It was on evening, and the tennis
court was illuminated thus attracting insects from the woods/natural parks that are
around the area. The specimen was steady on the floor.” (personal communication).
The photograph was first published in the online database iNaturalist (Chiodi Enrico
2018).

As M. cinctipes has not been reported for Panama in scientific publications yet, the
record reported in this note is the first one for this country.

Giacchi and Coscarén (1986) reported the first record of M. cinctipes from Ecuador, a
single male collected in June 1971 in the province of Pastaza. The presence of the species in
Ecuador can be confirmed:
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On 10-XI-2008, Dwain “Tukup” Holmes found a specimen of M. cinctipes in his house
in Makuma in the province of Morona Santiago (Lat: -2.15, Long: -77.69) (Fig. 2). The
photograph was first published in the online database Project Noah, as well as two other
photographs of the same specimen (Holmes 2019).

The specimens were identified as M. cinctipes following the keys and descriptions
provided by Stlchel (1926) Costa Lima (1935) and G1acch1 and Coscarén (1986)

Flgures 1-2 Spe(:lmens of Mzcrotomus cmctlpes (Stal, 1858). 1. Panama City, Panama, 15-IV-
2018. (Photograph: Andrés Chiodi Enrico). 2. Makuma, Morona Santiago, Ecuador, 10-XI-2008.
(Photograph: Dwain Holmes).
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