
UNDER LOCK AND KEY?A STUDY OF WOMEN IN PRISON 

By Xenia Field. (Max Parrish, 30s.) 
Mrs. Field has set herself a difficult task in attempting to describe, in a comparative. 

short book, the various penal institutions for women in England, their administr 
tion, staffing, and, hardest of all, their inmates, whose personalities and offences ^ 
also discussed. Her object in writing it is to plead that women, or all but a stfj 
minority, should be kept out of prison at all costs?and "to emphasise the pif ,< 

drabness and social inadequacy, rather than the criminality, of the vast majorM 
She points out that few women commit crimes of violence, and they are, theref0 
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* a danger to society. It is consequently ridiculous, she argues (and who would 

^ it?) to lock them up in a maximum security prison such as Holloway. 
an alternative to prison, Mrs. Field advocates a system of parole, combined 

h the use of prediction tables, the "Parole Officer" being, most probably, a 

Nation officer. Few people would quarrel with Mrs. Field's argument that as 

ny women as possible should be kept out of prison. 

rati! *S a p'ty Parts this book give the impression of having been written 
"er hurriedly, and that some of its statements appear to a social worker to be 

ntradictory and confused. For instance, in the chapter on Borstal she says, 

"There are those girls who genuinely feel that it is unfair to have been 
placed in jail, and that there was no real harm in their disgraceful 
behaviour. However, whatever the upbringing, most young offenders 
know the difference between right and wrong." 

"Unattractive as they must sound, with their sullen looks, the bolder 
members with their arms inscribed with the name of their boy-friend ... 
they are young and immature. Once they can trust somebody-?once it can 
be explained to them exactly why they have failed?they often improve 
their ways." 

the^?Wever' 'n fairness? must be admitted that it is no easy task to try to describe 

t,e complex personalities and behaviour of the small minority of girls who find 
emselves in Borstal. 

th 
a Pr?bation officer and former prison welfare officer, I cannot help feeling 

p 
is over-optimistic to say that by "intensive probation"?"the women's prison 

Pulation could easily be halved". Mrs. Field says herself that "the woman 
ftisc J 

?ner's troubles are deep-seated, she is more withdrawn and capable of greater 
crs of deception than the male prisoner". in tin uiw uiaiw piiounwi ? 

*hese, indeed, are some of the reasons why she is a difficult person to help, and 

^ 
y there is no "easy" solution to her problems. Many women prisoners have 
eady been on probation and many have no homes to return to, but drift from 

inn ^Urnished room to another and from one partner to another. Their situation is, 

sh.eed, tragic, the more so in that they are incapable of making meaningful relation- Ps with other people?to many, indeed, prison is a refuge. 

th ^ook tackles a baffling and complex problem with warmth and sensitivity. 
w et general reader may well find it enlightening, even if the professional social 

rt{er may query some of its propositions. M. O. May 


