
SULPHUROUS ACID TREATMENT OF CHOLERA. 

TO THE EDITOB OP THE 
" 
INDIAN MEDICAL GAZETTE." 

Sir,?Surgeon-Major Parker's letter in your last issue, com- 
menting upon my report on the sulphurous acid treatment 
of Cholera in this hospital, requires a few explanations and 
remarks, for which, I trust, you will allow me a little space. 

1. The instructions received from the office of the Surgeon- 
General, with respect to the plan of carrying out this method 
of treatment, were, as you have already indicated in a foot- 
note, identical with Surgeon-Major Parker's; moreover, I had 
the advantage of consulting all through the period of observa- 
tion, a printed precis by Dr. Parker of the details of his 
treatment (lent me by a friend), and endeavoured faithfully 
to act up to the same. 

2. The course of treatment was most carefully watched. 
Notes of the temperature, pulse, respirations, evacuations, &o., 
were taken every hour, and only an abstract from these given 
in my official report, which otherwise would have become 
needlessly lengthy ; but the abstracts thus given, I should have 
hoped, were sufficiently full and precise to enable impartial 
readers to see that the investigation was carried on in neither 
a " dilettante nor perfunctory" manner ; and I may now add 
that all arrangements were under my personal supervision, 
that I -was almost continuously with the patients from first 
to last, and that I was energetically assisted by students who 
volunteered for this special duty with that enthusiasm which, 
as you know, Sir, is so actively displayed when any novel plan 
of treatment of disease is introduced into the wards of a 

hospital. Moreover, although Drs. Smith and Chandra, the 

physicians to the hospital, very kindly permitted me to take 
the immediate charge of the patients thus treated, yet they 
personally visited and took the greatest interest in watching 
results. My report was submitted to both these gentlemen 
before being forwarded to the Departmental Office, and I 
have received the assurance of their concurrence in the opinion 
I ventured to express as to the merits of this plan of treat- 
ment in that report. 

3. The time during which sulphurous acid fumigation was 
continuously employed in the five cases reported upon, was as 

follows: in one for 6i hours, in two for 8| and 8| hours 
respectively, and in two up to the period of death, vis.?8~ 
and 23? hours. Surgeon-Major Parker states that 

" 
probably 

the vast majority of cases would recover ivithin four hours 
from commencement of this treatment." It is evident, therefore, 
that a fair trial was made of the so-called remedy in all my 
cases, in the three to which he objects, as well as in the two 
which he considers as exceptional, but which did not appear 
to us in any way unusually severe or different in type to the 
disease then prevailing in Calcutta. 

4. In the record of the ten successful cases published by 
Dr. Parker in hi* letter, no dates are given, nor is it mentioned 
whether the patients were all attacked during one and the 
same outbreak, or at more or less distant intervals ; if spora- 
dic cases, or cases occurring towards the end of an epidemic, 
they are of no value for the purpose of comparison with 
results obtained in this hospital, for it is a matter of ordinary 
experience in this disease that cases belonging to the former 
category are milder and more amenable to treatment. 

5. Lastly, I note that in the first of these ten cases (given 
with some detail by Surgeon-Major Parker in his letter) 
mention is made of the repeated administration of broth and 
brandy, and presumably this course was followed in all the 
other cases; moreover, in recapitulating his method of treat- 
ment towards the close of his letter, it is said :?" As the patient 
becomes able to take it, support in the form of strong broth 
and beaf-tea, port wine and brandy, should be carefully given." 
In the cases treated here small quantities of milk and soup were 
only allowed, but no stimulants, the effects of the sulphurous 
acid being alone trusted to ; and this, I submit, is the only fair 
way of arriving at a just estimate of the value of this or any 
other method of treatment, for otherwise grave objections and 
doubts are apt to arise ; for example, the good results which 

in this instance are claimed by Dr. Parker for sulphurous 
acid, might, with equal and perhaps greater probability, be 
attributed to external warmth, strong broths, and stimulants. 

I am, Sir, v 

Yours obediently 
J. P. P. HcConnell, M.B., 

Resident Physician, Medical College Hospital. 
Caicutta, May 12 th, 1877. 


