
PASTEURISM. 
By a Subject. 

The following letter was written by an Indian 
Medical Officer, who was unfortunately com- 

pelled by the bite of a rabid dog to proceed to 
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Paris and place himself under Pasteur's treat- 
ment :? 

" I am sending you a letter as I think some 

account of M. Pasteur may interest you. I had 

a pleasant voyage home and got here on the 31st 
January?good thing as I left M on 12th 

January. I was just in time, as Pasteur says, 
his system is of no use after30 days from the bite. 
I heard all about the dog that hit me. He had 
been queer and refused all food from Saturday. 
On Sunday he bit me. On Monday he went 
raving mad, bit at every one and everything, bit 
his master G of the Regi- 
ment at D ; amehterand a Khit; then got 
paraplegia, and was killed. 
They say here it was a typical and unmistak- 

able case of rabies. I am sending you a paper 
with a very good account of the scene at Pas- 
teur's laboratory. It really is a wonderful 

sight. Every age, sex, nationality, and rank 
there, from Lord Doueraile down to ragged 
Spanish peasants. There were over 80 being 
treated while I was there, arid there were some 
new cases every day. They treat different 
cases differently ; bites on the face are more 

dangerous, and get a more prolonged course. 

I had to go and be inoculated morning and 
evening for six days; then every morning for 
five days. I was finished last Friday, but they 
asked me, if not inconvenient, to stay in Paris 
for five or six days more, and then report myself 
when a few more inoculations might be necessary. 
After that they said, 

" You can go with the most 

perfect confidence." They begin Avith virus 

fourteen days old?and go on up to that only five 

days old ; they don't use any stronger than that; 
but virus under seven days will infallibly give a 

dog rabies. It always burns a good deal, and 
the last few days gave me a pretty big subcu- 
taneous lump, and ecchymosed spot in the 

skin. Now as to results. How any sane man 

can doubt but that Pasteur has made another 

great discovery is more than I can understand. 
But there is a great deal of jealousy?so 
French,?amongst the doctors here, as he is only 
a- chemist. But their line of argument is so 

weak. They can't prove that the treatment 
has ever proved injurious ; but they say it is 
useless, and that there is no proof all his cases 

may not yet get hydrophobia, or they say they wouldn t have got it in any case. Now, look at 
facts on the other hand. He has now done just 
3.000 cases, and only ten have got hydrophobia. 
Of these eight were the famous Russians, but 
the} came too late, and besides Pasteur said at 
the time his system was not worked out for wolf 
rabies, which is specially virulent, and has a 
very short period of incubation. These men 
came very late, and I think that only eight died 
out of the 25 speaks well for the treatment. 

They came very late, and their wounds were 
horrible. One man had his jaw nearly torn 

away; another his abdomen toru open, and 
one had a wolf's tooth so impacted in his skull 
that they could not get it out. Of the other 
two cases, one patient came 35 days after being 
bitten. Pasteur said it was too late, but he 
would try. The patient got hydrophobia, and 
died before the treatment was completed. The 
tenth was a man who came only two days, and 
then came 110 more?wentonthespreeabout Paris. 
He got it, and died 50 days after the bite. Not 
one of all the others of the 3,000 have got it, 
and remember from 40 to 60 days after the bite 
is what they call the " dangerous period." Cases 

before 40 days are awfully rare, and very rare 

after 60 days, though up to 19 months are 

authentic. The vast majority are between 40 
and 60. He only treats cases too where there 
is at least strong suspicion that the dog was mad. 
There are many cases such as the following :? 
A young civilian named F. was sent to him six 
months ago, he is alive and well, but two cows 
bitten by same dog both died mad. A Spaniard 
came here who had been awfully torn by a huge 
Pyreunean dog. Amongst other injuries the 
whole of one calf had almost been torn away. 
The same dog bit another dog, a pig and two 
cows; they all died mad, but the man is alive 
and well after seven months. Two children 
were bitten some time ago in England, one was 
sent here, the other not, the one who was treated is 
all right, the other has died mad. Besides, he 
has in his laboratory a lot of dogs who have 
been inoculated, and you can't by any means 
give them rabies, even by means which infalli- 

bly give it to an unprotected dog, and the ino- 
culations must in some way make you insus- 

ceptible, because the last inoculations are such 
as, if you hadn't been prepared, would be fatal : 

at, least they are to unprotected dogs. I think 
there is but oue conclusion to be drawn from 
these facts." 


