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THE POSITION OF THE INDIAN MEDICAL 
COUNCILS TO THE GENERAL MEDICAL 
COUNCIL OF LONDON AND THE STATUS 
OF BRITISH ENGLISH MEDICAL DEGREES 
AND DIPLOMAS. 

To the Editor, The Indian Medical Gazette. 

Sir,?I shall feel much obliged if you, or the readers 
of your esteemed journal, will give their views on the 
following subject which greatly concerns the medical 
profession in general. 
What is the status of the qualifications of L. S. A. 

(London), L. A. H. (Dublin), and the licentiates and 
memberships of the Royal Colleges compared to the 
M. B. of the Indian Universities and membership 
licences of the College of Physicians and Surgeons, 
Bombay, of the State Medical Faculty of Bengal and 
other Indian medical licencing boards? 
Whether qualifications obtained in Europe which are 

registrable in the British Medical Register of the 
General Medical Council are considered in their value 
and status, superior, equal or inferior to the Indian 
University medical degrees and membership diplomas 
of the College of Physicians and Surgeons, Bombay and 
of the State Medical Faculty of Bengal, for the pur- 
poses of naval, military and higher grade, state or 

public, appointments ? 
As far as I am aware up to the time of writing, all 

the regular degrees and diplomas of the English, 
Scotch, and Irish boards and examining bodies are 

registrable in the British Medical Register. Thin 
means they comply with the requirements of the 
General Medical Council?which is constituted of 
representatives from all the teaching bodies. The 
holders of them are equally eligible for all appoint- 
ments, though special appointments are open to those 
who hold special qualifications. 
Regarding India, the degrees of Bombay, Calcutta, 

Madras, Lahore, Lucknow, Colombo, Singapore are 

registrable in the British Medical Register, though re- 

cognition of Calcutta University was temporarily with- 
drawn. No recognition to membership licences of the 
College of Physicians and Surgeons, Bombay or State 
Medical Faculty of Bengal has been accorded for 
the purposes of registration in the British Medical 
Register. 
This means that the General Medical Council accords 

recognition for the purposes of registration to those 
Indian degrees and diplomas whose courses are equi- 
valent to theirs. Since no recognition till now has been 
accorded to Indian membership licences, which are 
considered here to be higher than the ordinary Indian 
licences, it means of course that their curriculum does 
not fulfil the present requirements of the General 
Medical Council. It is possible that at some future 
date recognition may be accorded, if necessary improve- 
ments are complied with. 
The commission in the Indian Medical Service 

(temporary) has been given to those who have passed 
the membership examination of the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons, Bombay and of the State 
Medical Faculty Bengal, and such officers have been 
given higher civil appointments. 
Many of the past and the present permanent officers 

in the Indian Medical Service with their home quali- 
fications of L. S. A. (London), L. A. H. (Dublin), 
and Licences of Royal Colleges, obtained commissions, 
and higher colonial and civil appointments. Does this 
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mean that their qualifications arc superior, equal, or 

uncomparable? 
The reply by the Indian Medical Council (Bombay) 

is not clcar, hencc I am seeking the hospitality of your 
columns as the matter concerns all the medical 
institutions. 
The position of the Indian Medical Councils with the 

General Medical Council of Great Britain is, I believe, 
independent and not subordinate, but nevertheless they 
adopt and adhere to the rulings of that body. What 
does this signify to their relativity? It is now for the 
General Medical Council of Great Britain to assert 
their authority and show the rightful right.?Yours, etc. 

K. M. HIRANANDANY, Ex.m.p. 
(Dublin). 

Hyderabad, K. J. Road, Stnd. 
4th Pcccnwcr, 1928. 


