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XII. Objervations and Faffs relative to the Prac- 
tice of Inoculation of the Sma!l-pox, Comma- 

mcated in a Letter to Dr. Simmons, F. R, S? 

by Mr. John Covey, Apothecary at Bafmgjloke, 
in HampJIj'ire. 

S you have in the firft part of the Medi- 

cal Journal for 1786 communicated fome 
obfervations 
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obfervatlons on the practice of inoculation for 

the fmall-pox, I take the liberty of fending you 
the following remarks on the fame fubjed:: 

I fliould apprehend little effedt-could reafona- 
bl)r be expedited from the experiment made .by 
Dr. Houlfton *. Variolous matter, take.n on 

t'hread or cotton, carefully dried, and kept 
from the air, will retain its virtue for a confi- 

derable length of time, but how long I cannot 

pretend to determine, having never had occa- 
fion to make ufe of any that had been taken 

more than fix weeks. That it would retain its 

virulency for any number of years, is, I think, 

greatly to be doubted. Matter taken without 

being dried and clofely confined from the air, 
foon lofes its efficacy. ,; 

The incifions fometimes have a partial inflam- 
mation for a few days, which then vanilhes, 
without producing any illnefs; in this cafe the 

patient is certainly ft ill liable to infection; but, 
I believe., it very rarely happens that there is 

any matter, or even ichor, in the incifions, in 

the prefent flight manner the fame are made, 
without producing the fmall-pox; provided 
there was, I Ihould much doubt the poflibility 

w r ?. "I / }'' 4. 
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of its communicating the diflemper to others^ 
by inoculation or otherwife. I am convinced 

that variolous pus, taken on a thread or lancet, 
or indeed any other extraneous matter, infufed 

either by puncture or incifion into the arm of a 

patient that has already had the fmall-pox, will 

frequently produce inflammation, more or lefs, 
where inferted; and fo will matter that has loft 

its virulency, when infufed into the arm of one 
who has not yet had the diflemper. But I have 

conflantly remarked, that when the punctured 
part inflames properly, and is attended with 

an efflorefcence, rather inclining to a crimfon 
? 

colour, for Tome diftance round the fame, about 

the eleventh or twelfth day from the inocula- 
tion, although the patient fhould have very lit-; 
tie illnefs, and no eruption, yet that he is fe- 

cure from all future infection. 

Whether matter taken from a patient in the 
fituation defcribed by Mr. Dawfon is capable, 
in general, of communicating the diflemper tq 
Others, or whether the fame matter infufed at a 

future period into the arm of the patient it was 
taken from, can produce in him the true fmall- 

pox, merits farther inquiry. The cafe recorded 

by Mr. Dawfon is certainly a flrong evidence in 
favour qf the former opinion, 

ft 
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It is ho uncommon circiimliance, and thB 
fame has been frequently noticed^ for nurfes^ 
or thofe employed near patients in bad kinds o? 

fmall-pOx, to have a few puftules, which ma- 
turate and turn off in the fame manner as the 

real fmall-pox, notwithftatiding they have al- 

ready paired through this diftemper, and not- 

withftanding the eruption is preceded by 110 ill i 

nefs of any kind j but that matter takeh from 

thefe eruptions will communicate the true dif- 

temper by inoculation, is a circumftaric6$ I be- 

lieve, till lately^ not affirmed. I myfelf re-* 

member a man, much pitted with the fmall- 

pox, who, by his clofe attendance on his fon^ 
a fretful boy, under the natural diftemper, of 
a bad kind, and, by frequently laying his face 
clofe to the child, had an eruption of feven or 

eight large puftules near one of his eves^ which 

palTed through the ufual progrefs, and he was 
blind with this eye two or three days, but with- 
out the attendance of any illnefs whatever; The 

circumftance related by Dr. Wright, of the fix 

negroes inoculated with matter taken from a 

puftule on his own thumb, (he having formerly 
had the diftemper) is a convincing proof of the 
poflibility of the cafe, provided they had not 
taken the diftemper in the natural way, a fuf* 

A a 2 ficient 
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ficien.t time previous to this fccond inoculation, 
to defeat the effedt thereof. 

Baron Dimfdale has obferved *, that, by 
inoculation, the fmall-pox, taken in the natu- 
ral way, may be fuperfeded even feveral days 
after the infection has been taken. This obfer-- 

vation I have had feveral confirmations of; for 

although the infection very rarely fails of being 
communicated in the prefent mode of opera- 
tion, yet this has fometimes occurred in my 

pra&ice. In fuch cafes I have conflantly, as 
foon as it could be afcertained, made frefli 

pundtures or incifions, which have been gene- 
rally made on the fourth* fifth, or fixth day, 
and once in particular fo late as the feventh 

day; in each of which cafes the patients re- 
ceived the fmall-pox from the fecond inocula- 

tion, notwith {landing they were from the fir ft 

liable to receive natural infection from other 

patients in the fame houfe, in all ftages of the 

diftemper. 
A cafe, fomewhat fimilar to the one related 

by Mr. Mudge formerly occurred in my own 

practice. A young lady, who had a very fa- 

* See Vol. II. page 164. 

f DilTertation on the Small-pox, pngc 80. 

vourable 
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vourable number of the fmall-pox from inocu- 

lation, was vifited by fome friends on the third 

day from the eruption, and imprudently drank 
two or three glafles of wine with them ; in the 

evening of the fame day I found her with a high 
fever, which was followed theenfuing morning 
by a plentiful crop of the diftind: fmall-pox, 
evidently the produ&ion of her own indifcre- 
tion. 

To thefe remarks I beg leave to add the fol- 
lowing cafe : 

Mrs. B. a married gentlewoman, thirty-feven 
years of age, was inoculated, with leveral 

others, on the* 29th- of March, 1785. The in- 

cifions ihewing no lign of inflammation, Ihe was 

again inoculated with frefh fluid matter the ift 
of April following : this likewife producing no 

lign of its having taken effedt, the operation 
was again repeated on the 4th, and feeiningly 
with no better fuccefs; neverthelefs, on the 
eighth day, reckoning from the firft inocula- 

tion, flie began to complain of head-ach, heat, 
and the other fymptoms which ufually precedc 
the eruption of the fmall-pox. Thefe com- 

plaints continued until the 12th, when Ihe had 
about forty large puftules, and the illnefs en- 
tirely left her, Thefe puftules maturated 

kindly, 
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kindly, and dried away on the feventh day from 
the eruption. 

From this fadfc, I think it is evident that the 

variolous infection may be taken into the circu- 

lation from inoculation, although the incifions 

may {hew no fign of inflammation whatever. 

That this lady's fmall-pox arofe from the firH 

inoculation, I believe, will admit of no doubt; 

for although the places of infition Ihewed not 
the leaft fign of inflammation from the begin- 
ning to the end, yet Ihe fickened on the fame 

day with her companions, and had the diftemper 
in the faireft manner. 

I do not remember to have read of a fimilar 

inftance; neither has the like occurred. to me 

in twenty-nine years extenfive practice in this 
branch of our profeffion. 

If yon, Sir, fhall think thefc obfervations 

worthy of being communicated to the public, 
you will do me a favour by inferring them irt 
the London Medical Journal. 

Bafingjloke, 
Hants, 

May- 8, 1786. 

XIII. Cafe 


