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The latest volume in the excel' 
lent 'Library of Social Work' is 2 

notable addition to the series. No^ 
Timms, in his usual clear and in* 
cisive manner, examines commofl 
statements about social casework 
and illustrates with apt quotations' 
He draws his examples chiefly froflj 
within the field, allowing soci3' 
workers to speak for themselves^ 
and thus exposes the vulnerability 
of the definitions and description5 
in general use. 'Key terms such a5 
"acceptance", "self-determination 
and so on, and the literature 0 

social work seem concerned to *e' 

peat (rather than articulate) a parti' 
cular verbal tradition'. Disarm' 
ingly he writes that his sceptic3' 
tone is 'more respectful to tne 

activity of social work than opt'' 



fistic statements about the nature 
?f social work'. The experienced 
social worker will find this book 
salutary, but as an introduction to 
the student in training, it is strong 
Medicine. 
One of the difficulties in study- 

lng social casework is that it repre- 
sents so many different kinds of 
activity. Attempts are made to dif- 
ferentiate the generic and specific 
elements and to distinguish the 
nature of casework. Is it 'a kind 
?f therapy, a sort of friendship or 
an applied science'? Well-known 
teachers of social work have set out 
their concepts, as applied in case- 

work, and Mr. Timms gives a 

commentary on Helen Perlman's 

'Problem-solving process'. Her 

teaching is generally acknowledged 
to be clear, coherent and practical 
but this author questions the basic 
assumptions on which her structure 
is built. 

In the early days when social 

work was struggling to establish its 

identity, there was a reaction 

Victorian idea of enlightened 
friendship as described in some of 
the Charity Organisation Society's 
documents and in the novels of 

the period. This book boldly calls 
a chapter 'The social worker as 

friend or therapist'. In spite of 

current sneers at 'do-gooders', there 

are signs of a swing back to tne 
realisation of an aspect of friend- 
ship (see Halmos). The chapter 
discusses what has been derived 
from psychoanalysis for use in 
some casework. 
Now that training in social work 

is being widely developed and the 
content of the social services as 

well as their structure is under 
consideration, it behoves all con- 

cerned to question assumptions, de- 
fine clearly, and use language and 
analogy with the strictest care. Noel 
Timms' latest book is a stimulus 
towards this process and attacks 
the dangers of complacency. 
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