
AN EPIDEMIC IN RATS. 
I o iJic lid it or, Tin; Indian M ?dicaiv Gazkttk. 

Siu,?Rats have been dying here in large numbers 
?r the past one and a half months. Smears of blood 
r?m the heart and spleen were sent to the Director, 
^ffkine Institute, Bombay, and were declared to be free 
p Plague infection. The Principal, Veterinary College, 
Jombay, is of opinion that the disease from which the 

have been dying is an atypical form of plague. 
? human case has been recorded to date. 
J remember to have read some time ago in the 

lndian Medical Gazette that rats may die under 
epidemic conditions from a disease called sarcospori- 
Lj?sis, which is not communicable to human beings. 
0 you think that the present mortality among rats 

?nay be due to this disease? If the mortality is due 
"either to plague nor to sarcosporidiosis, can any of 

-Pur readers suggest through your columns the pos- 
Slole cause of such an epidemic in rats??Yours, etc., 

s. R. INGLE, 
S. M. S. Officer. 

IvjX Hospital, Ratnagiri, 
^?Srd December, 1929. 
(Note.?Sarcocystis infection, as a rule, does not give lse to symptoms, though it is recorded in the litera- 

'PuG 1T,ice and rats may die from the infection. 
parasites especially affect the striated muscles; 

usually those of the skeletal muscles, but also the heart, 
^rynx, tongue, and diaphragm. Full descriptions of 

parasites, whose exact systematic position is still 
Uncertain, are given by Wenyon in his Protozoology, 
^nd by Knowles in his Medical Protozoology, p. 333. 
^ does not seem likely that sarcosporidiosis will account ?r the epidemic. Leptospira infections in rats are usually heved to be symptomless, though the same is by no 
r^eans the case in experimentally infected guinea-pigs. 

nether Pasteurella infections occur in the rat we do 
n?t know; but if this was the cause it would certainly not have been overlooked by the Haffkine Institute. 

Perhaps some of our veterinary readers?if any?-might 
make suggestions??Editor, I. M. G.) 


