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History of the case.?On 21st March, 1949, at 
about 6 a.m. Gayatri, a Hindu female, aged 
about 25 years, was admitted into the Medical 

College Hospital for treatment, as she was 

suspected to have taken copper sulphate. She 

expired at about 11-15 a.m. without making 
any statement. The cause of death was given 
as copper sulphate poisoning. 
Post-mortem findings.?On routine external 

examination of the dead body, it was found to 
be a fairly nourished subject. Rigor mortis was 
present all over the body. There was cyanosis 
of finger nails and toe nails. Blue discolora- 
tion of the gums and tongue was seen. 

On further examination of the external genitals 
neither vaginal opening nor clitoris was found; 
only very rudimentary labia minora were noticed. 
Labia majora were well developed, urethral 

opening was present in the usual place. Rectal 

opening was found below and behind the 
urethral opening. Breasts were moderately 
developed with small but prominent nipples. 
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On opening the body, the following conditions 
were noticed internally :? 

1. Blue discoloration of the mouth, pharynx, 
larynx and trachea as well as oesophagus was 
seen. 

2. Lungs?both congested. 
3. Heart?weighed 8 oz.; both sides of the 

heart were full of clotted blood. 

4. Stomach (8 oz.)?blue discoloration of 

the whole of the stomach was seen. Gastric 

mucosa was thick and stained blue. It contained 
2 ounces mucoid fluid with a blue colour. 

5. Liver (4 lb.)?enlarged and soft. 

6. Kidney (5 oz.)?there was only one 

kidney on the right side, which was congested, 
cystic and irregular in shape. 

7. Internal organs of generation?no uterus 
was found. There were two ovaries with long 
fallopian tubes. 

8. Brain (2 lb. 4 oz.)?congested. 

Pathologist's report.?Ovaries with fallopian 
tubes were sent to Pathology Department for 

preparing micro-section and determining the true 
nature of these structures. Section showed (i) 
ovarian structure with follicular cast and 

corpora albicantia; (w) a fibro-muscular tissue 
without any endometrium in the tube. 

Chemical examiner's report.?Copper sul- 

phate was detected in the stomach and its 

contents as well as in the liver and kidney. 

Coroner's inquest?revealed that this was a 

case of suicidal poisoning. 
Discussion.?This is a case of sexual mal- 

formation. Externally "she had all the sexual 

features of a female, including moderately 
developed breasts and normal labia majora; but 
the labia minora were only rudimentary and 

vagina as well as clitoris were entirely absent. 

Internally she had no uterus, the structures 
found in the pelvic cavity revealed, on micro- 
section, the presence of a fibro-muscular tissue 
without any endometrium, which appeared to 

be a precursor of the uterus. The ovarian 
structures with follicular cyst and corpora 
albicantia were also found. 

From these findings, both external and 

internal, it is apparent that the woman knew 
that she was not in a position to perform any 
sexual act due to physical malformation of her 
genitals, though she had all the general feminine 
characteristics including enlarged breasts; hence 
she had no charm for life. 

She might have brooded over this sexual 

impotency for a long time and ultimately her 
mind was unbalanced. Then in a temporary fit 

of insanity she committed suicide by taking 
copper sulphate. 
As regards choice of copper sulphate as a 

suicidal poison, the intending suicide seems to 
be under the impression that this poison puts an 
end to life without causing suffering. In Bengal, 
copper sulphate is selected by females generally 
for committing suicide. All the 5 cases of 

copper sulphate poisoning?in my series of cases 
of suicidal poisoning in Calcutta during the 

period 1942 to 1945?were found to be females. 


