
A CASE OF SIAMESE TWINS IN MAYAVARAM. 

\y To the Editor of 
" The Indian Medical Gazette." 

SlE,?At 4 P.M. on the 7th March, 1916, I was called upon 
to attend on a labouring woman for a period of previous three 
days, Brahmin by caste. She is a multipara, this being her 
sixth confinement and is in full term. In her every previous 
confinement, she had full timed natural delivery. Three of 
the issues are living. Her age is 26. 
On general inspection I observed her having labour pains 

characteristic of the third stage. Abdominal examination 
revealed neither head nor the foetal heart sounds elicited. 
On turning to the vagina there was seen a delivered head 

which according to the version of the attendant midwife 
was naturally delivered at about 10 A.M. the same day, and a 
left forearm which was brought about by the midwife'in spite 
of the pains. There was no progress in the delivery. On 
further examination of the vagina there was felt another 
head'.with its face turned towards that of the delivered one 
causing obstruction to further progress. So it was clear 
that two were engaged in labour facing each other 
simultaneously, one somewhat in advance of the other. 

With necessary precautions attempts were made to push 
up vaginal head high into the uterus to facilitate the 
complete delivery of the partially delivered. Whilst doing 
so, the delivered head followed up in every trial. This 
raised the suspicions regarding the relationship of the 
twins. Now fingers were passed between them, but as there 
was not enough space no light was thrown on the diagnosis. 
Then careful traction was applied by catching hold of the 

delivered, but it did not help delivery in the least. 
The patient was given chloroform and some more careful 

traction was tried by putting fingers in the mouth of the 
vaginal foetal head in conjunction with that on the delivered 
head but failed to deliver. With some difficulty, the 
forceps were applied to the head of the undelivered foetus 
in the vagina and delivery was effected without injury to 
the internal parts. In course of two or three minutes the 
placenta, a common one, was delivered. The patient was 
put in the bed with necessary bandage, etc. 
Now turning to the delivered it was found to be one of 

Siamese twins attached by the cartilages of the ribs only 
with following peculiarities :-^-Twins lying on their sides 
facing each other and the left hand of one lying between the 
heads. Two separate heads, hair, and other organs of sense 
well-formed. Four hands, the left hand of one was between 
the two heads. Four legs, two separate vertebral columns 
with a common exposed abdomen covered by peritoneum 
only. Two separate pelvic portions with lower extremities. 
Both male organs are well formed. 
The common chord passed under the peritoneal covering of 

the exposed abdomen reached the liver. The small and large 
intestines were found occupying both the portions of the 
abdominal cavities- There was single liver and a spleen. 
Underneath the common diaphragm there were two pairs of 
kidneys, a pair in each pelvic portion. On scissoring the 
connecting cartilage there was seen a single pericardial bag 
containing the heart with two lungs occupying the sides of a 
common chest cavity separated from the abdomen by a 
common diaphragm. 
_To sum up the notable peculiarities : a. common chest cavity 

with a single heart, a pair of lungs, a common diaphragm, a 
common liver and spleen, and the exposed imperfectly 

developed abdominal cavities without skin ; muscular cover- 
ing a common placenta, and a chord. Roth dead* 
The patient is doing well without any complication. 

Yours, etc., 
H. NATES A IYER, 

Medical Practitioner. 

Mayavaram, 
10th April, 191b. 

[See Mr. Roger William's article on this subject in this 
issue, page 201.? Ed., I. M. G.~\ 


