
TREATMENT OF SCORPION STINGS. 

By W. E. Saunders, Surgeon, A. M. D., Indore. 

An article having appeared in the July number of the Indian 
Medical Gazette on the treatment of scorpion stings with 

ammonia, the following observations may prove of interest:? 

It -was intended that these remarks should have appeared 
sometime ago, but they were retained in order that further 

observations on the subject might be made. 
The first case I treated with any specific occurred some yfiars 

since, but until lately I have had no opportunities of verifying 
my observation. At present, however, opportunities are not 

wanting, since scorpions both white and black abound, and 
cases frequently occur when one has an opportunity of speedily 
applying the remedy. 

A.t first I treated cases by the application of tartaric acid, 
with a little water, directly to the wound where the poison had 
been infused. This gave speedy relief in all cases. 

I next tried the application of alum in the same manner, 
and found it gave even more speedy relief. 
A servant of mine was stung in the foot on his way from the 

bazaar one evening, and it was more than two hours before he 

came to me for treatment. I applied tartaric acid, and in five 
minutes he was free from pain, although lie had been suffering 
much pain throughout tiie whole extent of the limb before. 

He was stung on the other foot a few days after, and came to 

me at once for treatment ?, this time I applied alum with 

instantaneous relief. 

A friend of mine suggested the use of common salt, in the 

sume waj as the tartaric acid and alum, and I have treated a 

few cases successfully with it. As yet however I have only 
tried it in a few cases, but, should it prove equal to alum, it 

will become more popular, inasmuch as it is always at hand. 
I have heard that the juice of milk-bush is also useful as an 

application, but I have not tried it. 

The Apothecary at my hospital was stung in the hand by a 

large black scorpion, and at my suggestion he applied tile fat 

of the scorpion to the wound, but without any relief: I remem- 
ber reading somewhere that it had been used with success. He 

then applied alum, which I believe to be the best application, 
and the relief was instantaneous. Those who have had the 

misfortune to be stung by a scorpion, will be glad to hear of 

some remedy always at hand, which, in five minutes or so, will 
remove them from a state of excruciating torment, otherwise 

lasting several hours. I have not had a single failure as yet 

out of a large number of cases treated witli the above drugs. 
The poison, as far as I can ascertain, is generally held to be 

formic acid in a highly concentrated state ; and my observa- 

tions on it have led me to believe it is so, partly from its 

appearance under the microscope, and partly from its reducing 
power on the salts of silver, and the form of its crystals when 
mixed with a concentrated solution of sulphate of copper. 

.Now the elements of formic acid are in the proportion 
to form carbonic acid and water, and it is easily converted by 
oxidation into those compounds. It is probably in some such 

way that the applications of alum and tartaric acid act, in 
other words, they are true specifics for they destroy the poison. 

Stings of other insects, bees, wasps, &c., are probably due to 
the same poison ; and these remedies will no doubt act equally 
well in such cases. Ammonia has been also used in their 
treatment with considerable relief. 
The applications I have recommended in this paper may be 

better known than I am led to believe, but, as they do not 
appear in any of the books I have referred to, they may be 
somewhat new. Nothing will be lost at any rate by a repeti- 
tion of their merits. 


