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CONTUSED WOUND OP THE HEAD: IN- 

TRAMENINGEAL SUPPURATION: TRE- 

PHING : DEATH. 
By Surgeon D. Basu, 

Officiating Civil Surgeon, Faridpur. 
Toposy Mundul, Hindu, aged 50, was admitted into the 

Faridpur Dispensary on the 22nd of April last. 
On the 19th idem he had received a blow with the handle 

of a pickaxe on his head about the left parietal protuberance. 
On receipt of the injury he became insensible for a short time, 
regaining his senses after a few hours. He enjoyed perfect 
health before this accident. There was a good deal of bleed- 
ing from the wound at first. 
On admission he was found to have a contused wound 

Sj inches long, 1 \ inches broad, f of an inch deep. The 
bone was exposed and denuded of periosteum for about 2 

inches. The wound was in a sloughy condition. He had no 
fever: no pain in the head ; his tongue was moist and 

fairly clean : bowels regular and appetite pretty good. 
The wound was cleaned and washed with carbolic lotion, 
and a piece of carbolic oil dressing applied. Under this treat- 

ment the wound progressed favourably and granulations 
sprang up, covering a portion of the bone. On the 24th, 
secondary haemorrhage took place from the posterior angle of 
the wound, which was stopped by alum powder: ligatures 
could not be applied owing to the softened condition of the 
structures. The wound bled again on the 25th; and on the 
26th he got a strong attack of fever with headache and 

irritability of the stomach. The wound continued to do 

well. 
Head was shaved and cold lotion applied, and a mild 

diaphoretic mixture and spoon diet ordered. 
27th.?Fever came on at 12 noon. Stomach irritable, cannot 

retain food. Continue. 

28th.?Fever less, painless: irritability of stomach as 

before. 

29th.?Slight fever ; no vomiting; no appetite : wound looks 
well. Continue mixture with Chloric ether m xx. to each 
dose. 

1st May.?Had fever with shivering at 10* A. M., and 

again at 3 P. M. Continue milk diet. 
"2nd.?Had fever with shivering last night. Quiniae 
Sulph. gr. x. at 6 A. M. 
3rd.?Fever came on at 3J A. M. Wound looks pale and 

suspicious, but no pain in the head. 
4th.?Had fever again at 11 a. m. ; there was bleeding from 

the wound last night. Pulse small and weak. Ammonia and 
Ether mixture every 3 hours. 

5th.?Was restless and delirious last night: skin warm and 
moist; pulse small, soft and frequent. Cannot articulate 
well : is in a semi-conscious state : cannot move his right 
limbs. Eight arm rather rigid. Pupils normal ; wound pale 
and without secretion. 
The above general and local symptoms pretty well indicated 

that there was pressure, on the brain, of products of inflamma- 
tion, probably of pus. So the question of trephining was 
taken up, and the ̂

 

circumstances were explained to the 
friends of the patient, and with their consent the opera- 
tion was undertaken at about 11 a. m. On removing the 
piece of bone the dura mater was found to be covered with 

lymph, but this did not quite account for the symptoms 
of pressure, besides an indistinct fluctuation was felt 
beneath the membrane, which was slightly incised when 
a little matter oozed out. Thereupon the incision was care- 

fully enlarged on a director, when about 6 drachms of thick 
yellow matter flowed out. The cavity was then gently washed 
with carbolic lotion and a narrow bit of cloth soaked in the 
lotion was inserted into the mouth of the wound, and a light 
dressing applied. Cold lotion, ammonia and ether mixture 
continued, country wine 6 oz., and milk and sago diet. 

After the operation, pulse 120, soft and weak : respiration 
40. Symptoms remained apparently as before. 

6th.?Ts in a semi-comatose condition. Pulse weaker than 
yesterday : respiration 38 : skin moist and warm : eyes half 
open : pupils rather contracted : right, upper and lower 
limbs completely paralyzed. Has got paralysis of the blad- 
der : had one motion : is groaning : can swallow with diffi- 
culty. No more pus escaped from the wound, which looked 
sloughy. 
Death took place at 1 P. M. 

Unfortunately no post-mortem examination could be held, 
as the body had been given away to the patient's friends. 

13th May, 1880. 


