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STUDENTS' HANDBOOK OF OPERATIVE DEN- 

TISTRY. ?By R. Ahmed, D.D.S. Calcutta: The 

Indian Dental Journal, 1928. Pp. II plus 418. 

Price, Rs. 20. 

Dr. Ahmed has been very ambitious in attempting to 
put before his students notes on Dental Anatomy, Dental 
Histology, Dental Therapeutics, Operative Dental Sur- 
gery and Dental Electro-Therapeutics in one volume of 
400 pages. 

His task has been a very arduous one and he has not 
met with as much success as his efforts deserve. 

According to the bibliography at the end of his book, 
he has consulted in all about 80 works. Dr. Ahmed 
would have been more successful, if he had consulted 
only the most recent work in eacb subject. 
Yet there are a number of discrepancies and at the 

same time some subjects seem to have been dealt with 
more fully than one would expect in a book of this 
nature. 

For example, while seventy pages are given to the 
description of the anatomy of the teeth, cavity prepara- 
tion is dismissed in less than four pages. 
There are many points to which one might take excep- 

tion. It will suffice to uuote one?from page 299 deal- 
ing with the technique of extraction of the upper central 
incisor. 

" 
The operator should stand behind the patient, his 

left arm should be placed upon the head of the patient 
and with the palm of his hand the lips should be 
retracted and some of his fingures should support his 
jaws." 
A stance behind the patient would not appear to be 

the best position for the operator in extracting any 
upper teeth, the orthodox position on the patient's risrht 
front being preferred, whilst the retraction of the lips 
by the palm of the hand seems almost impossible. 
The book itself is well produced and well printed on 

good paper, but the price at R,s. 20 makes it rather 
costly from a student's point of view. 

J. E. G. 


