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These two large volumes are the fifth edition 
of Taylor's great work on Medical Jurisprudence, 
which has long been the standard work on the 
subject in the English language. Two previous 
editions had been edited by Sir Thomas Steven- 
son, the last being in 1894. In the ten years 
that have passed since Sir Thomas Stevenson's 
edition such unparalleled activity has been shown 
in Medical Jurisprudence that the present Editor 
had a formidable task in bringing up this book 
to date, the more so as the very high position 
the book has always enjoyed as a work of refer- 
ence and appeal, made it all the more necessary 
for a new edition to be equal to the reputation 
of the work. 

After a careful examination of the book, we 
have no hesitation in saying that the new edi- 
tion will keep up, and even enhance the reputa- 
tion hitherto enjoyed by Taylor's Jurisprudence. 

It is difficult to criticise a book of this size and 

importance, but for the information of our 
readers we may indicate the contents of each 
volume. The Introductory Chapter of 63 pages 
deals with the boundaries of Medical Jurispru- 
dence and the duties of the medical jurist. We 

especiall}' commend the sections on advice to 

medical witnesses and on medical experts. 
Section II deals with medico-legal responsibilities 
in the examination of the person, alive or dead. 
It is especially in cases of rape or indecent assault 
that the medical man has to be careful both in 

making his examination and in getting the 
consent of the accused. Many instances are here 
quoted of medical men getting into trouble 
because they neglected this point. The question 
of consent also arises over the making: of an 

autopsy, and Dr. F. Smith fully discusses this 

subject in all its aspects. The chapter on 

malpraxis is also most valuable ; and two recent 
celebrated cases where foreign bodies were left 
in the abdominal cavity are detailed and com- 
mented upon. Section IV deals with identity, 
and gives an account not only of Bertillon's 

measurements, but also of thumb impressions. 
On the important question of blood stains full 
information is given, including an account of 
the physiological tests; as for the precipitin test 
Dr. Smith while noting that it is still on its 
trial says it seems to offer the very greatest of 

possibilities for the settlement of the all-import- 
ant question, 

" Is this human blood?" It is quite 
impossible for us even to mention the thousand 
and one subjects referred to in the chapter on 
identity; it is most complete and thorough. 
On the subject of adipocere the editorial in 

this Gazette on the subject (June 1902) is quoted 
in extenso. 
The chapters or sections as they are called, on 

presumption of death, on wounds, on deaths 
from lightning and electricity, on starvation, on 
asphyxial deaths, on suicide, lunacy and life- 
assurance are all most complete and thorough 
expositions of the subject. 
The second volume opens with a masterly 

discussion of 322 pages, on all questions of 
sexual medical jurisprudence, and following this 
are some 500 more pages on toxicology. It is 
hard to say which are the best parts of this 

work, but the thoroughness of the chapters on 
toxicology much impressed us. As a fitting 
summary to a foregoing discussion on poisoning 
in its medico-legal aspects is inserted an almost 
verbatim report on the recent case of Rex v. 

Klosoivski or Chapman for the murder of Maud 
March. The marginal comments on the case are 
most instructive, and the case as here reported 
should be read by all medical men. 
A new feature in this edition is a chapter on 

Indian Medical Jurisprudence by the Editor of 
this Gazette. It does not become us to say much 
about it, beyond indicating that this chapter con- 
tains a resumd of all the important medico-legal 
papers published in this Journal of recent years. 
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In conclusion, we have only been able to 

feebly indicate the vast amount of information 
in this work. We have not the slightest doubt 
that this new edition of Taylor's Jurisprudence 
will remain for many years the standard work 
of reference on the subject. An authoritative 
work of this kind should be supplied by Govern- 
ment to the office of every Magistrate and Civil 
Surgeon in India, and we commend these volumes 
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to the notice of all civil surgeons and medical 
men in India. The work will be found reliable, 
authoritative, up-to-date and most interesting. 


