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Philosophical discussions of res- 

ponsibility, freedom of the will and 

such subjects seem often to stand 
at an enormous distance from the 

more immediate problems of psy- 

chiatry and the law. That they 
should stand at some distance is 

inevitable and no bad thing, but to 
keep them too far apart for too long 
has, among other bad effects, the 

rather paradoxical one of making 
both parties conservative: the 

philosophy tends to restrict its raw 

material to the offerings of a Tairly 
liberal common-sense, while the 

thought about penal and similar 

issues lacks the benefit of a sharp 
philosophical critique. 
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It is a great merit of this lucid, 
well-argued and very humane book 
that both sets of interests have 

been kept well in view. It gives 
some careful attention to matters 

which philosophers have discussed 
in very great detail, notably the 

relations of determinism and blame; 
here Glover lays down the simple 
and surely correct principle that we 
cannot be justified in handing out 

blame which could not be admitted 

by a determinist, points out that 
what has to be reconciled with 

determinism is not merely the use- 
fulness of blame but its fairness, 
and argues (a bit swiftly, some may 
think) that this can be done. He 

moves on to questions about mental 
illness?where he lays the emphasis 
on the notion of an 'impaired ability' 
?and gets down to the business of 

suggesting questions which should 
be put to psychiatrists to elicit 

relevant information about an offen- 
der's responsibility. He is sensibly 
sceptical about punishment; and 

ends with some rather tantalising 
remarks about moral issues and the 
evasion of responsibility. 
The brisk, dry manner leaves 

some central matters with rather 

thin treatment: the notion of an 

'unalterable intention' is not, I think, 
given enough momentum to do 

what it is asked to do (which in- 

cludes taking the place of that 

notorious item, the 'irresistible im- 

pulse'). Some of the suggestions, 
particularly with regard to sentenc- 
ing policy, rather loftily conceal any 
sense of the political and social 
restrictions that there are on experi- 
mentation in such matters. But 

serious concern about what actually 
happens underlies at all points the 
book's clearly-stated and impressive 
arguments. 
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