
SOME REMARKS ON CAPT. ROST'S PAPER ONN 
BERI-BERI. 

To the Editor of 
" The Indian Medical Gazette." 

Sik,?Having read Dr. Rost's paper on Beri-beri in this Journal 
(No. 7) 1902, I beg to make a few remarks :? 
During my stay at Rangoon, in the beginning of this year, Dr. 

Rost was good enough to show me some of his experiments, viz.:? 
1. The feeding of fowls with fermenting rice. The results of 

these ;nteresting experiments were quite as described by Capt. 
Rost as far as the symptoms of the disease were concerned. But 
do these symptoms prove that the disease is Beri-beri ? 

I am not sure about this. As Dr. Rost hiis observed, I found on 
most of the post-mortems of Hindoos who died, during my stay, 
in the General Hospital at Rangoon, some marked signs of an 
inflammation of the intestines. Other observers have found the 
same, and 1 am inclined to imagine that this alteration has some- 
thing to do with the disease. But in spite of this experience, the 
human beri-beri is comparatively seldom connected with diar- 
rhoea, which symptom seems to be constant as far as the fowl- 
disease is concerned. Further the human patients suffering from 
beri-beri do not show any symptom which might be compared 
with the fowls losing their feathers, and finally, though the fowls 
cannot, towards the end of the disease, keep on their legs, this 

may be due to a lack of strength as a result of the diarrhoea. 
In order to prove that this symptom is to be paralleled by the 
paralysis of beri-beri, it is indispensable to examine the peripheric 
nerves and prove that they are degenerated ; but as far as I 

know, this has not yet been done. 
2. The injections of blood from beri-beri patients in fowls and of 

blood from diseased in healthy fowls. 
As I left Rangoon, Dr. Rost had just started a series of these 

injections. Seeing their most interesting results, I beg to make 
the following remarks : 

I have myself tried to inject blood from a beri-beri patient in 
fowls at Batavia. The experiments did not succeed, though the 
blood was taken from a quite fresh case. Considering that the 
-experiments were but few, I should not have paid any attention 
to them, if I had not, at the same time, also always failed to 

find any peculiar organism in the blooil of beri-beri patients. 
The same has been the case with other observers, such as Koch. 
Therefore the question arises, if, on the whole, there is any 

special reason, why the blood of beri-beri patients should contain 
.any microbe at all. I cannot imagine such a reason except in 
the beginning of the disease when the patients mostly seem to be 
feverish. 

Yours, etc.. 
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