
SPECIAL SNAKE BITE LANCET. 

To the Editor of 
" The Indian Medical Gazette." 

Sir, ?The article, nnd letter on Snake-bite, and the 
1 ermanganate of Potash treatment, in the Jane 
Issue of the Indian Medical Gazette causes me to 
write these few lines, pertaining to the local 
treatment, and a lancet that I am having 
manufactured by Messrs. Arnold and Sons, 
which, I am positive, will be of great help. 
It is based on the principal of Sir Lauder 
Brunton's lancet, but has in addition a third 
chamber which carries 1^ yds. of stout silk 
ligature. The instrument will probably be at 
most increased in length by only about ^" 
which would even then not make it in- 

convenient for the waist coat pocket. 1 have, on several 
occasions, used the Brunton lancet, but at one time was 
very hand-i-capped for a ligature; which led me to have 
the lancet manufactured with the improvement as mentioned 
above. I have had the opportunity of treating many cases 
of snake-bite, with the " incision and direct application" 
method ; and accept in one case where there was a long interval 
and no ligature had been applied, all were successful. On 
one case in addition to the local treatment I had to use Anti- 
venine, which was the first time I had had the good fortune of 
testing the high merits of this excellent serum. The last 
case I treated was at Dinapore, the patient was myself, and 
the snake my young pet Bungarus Cajruleus. The incision, 
scarification, and application of the crystals of K. M. N. O. 
was most prompt and thorough, and I did not use a ligature. 
I bled, and squeezed the part?my right fore finger?profusely 
every now and again ; and with the exception of a nauseating 
feeling?which may have been due to the bleeding and pain, 
I was none the worse. Last year while on leave, and out 

shooting in the Ballia District, I chanced to be passing a 
village one afternoon and noticing an undue amount of 
cxcitement I went up to make enquiries. It was a case of 
snake bite, and as generally happens on such occasions, all 
the old ladies of the community had gathered round the 
victim, but they had not had time to do any thing when the " 
man of the moment " arrived in the person of the village 

barber, who, I may remark, is the local surgeon to all such 
communities. He promptly tied a ligature below the knee, 
another above the ankle?the patient had been bitten on the 
instep?and with his nail cutting instrument made two or 
three cross incisions through the punctures, then lie 
proceeded to " cup" the part with a horn. So far 1 thought 
the proceeding very good and on scientific principals; but 
next he sent for an ordinary used hooka: and taking out 
from the steam, with the aid of a long steel wire, some 
clogged up necotine, proceeded to apply this freely to the 
eyes under the lids. The patient did not scream !! 

I was informed that this pain, and burning, caused a sort 
of counter-action effect, in so much as it took the patients 
thoughts off the snake'-bite altogether ; and was supposed 
to have a most virtuous effect in staying the circulation of 
the poison, which was removed by the cupping. This form 
of treatment is, I am told, very common in many villages. 
I never saw the snake that'bit this patient,and the description 
of the natives was very vague and misleading, but a few dayse 
later I Went back to the village and saw the patient quite 
well and happy except for a nasty swelling and ulcer-like 
wound over the instep 

A. BAYLEY-DECASTItO, 
Military Assistant-Surgeon, 

Station Hospital, Leboric/. 


