
CASE OF RUPTURE OF THE SPLEEN". 

By J. P. Weight, Civil Surgeon, 2\'?irsinrjpore. 

MonUN, aged GO or thereabouts, looked quite lii? age, but 

had no special appearance of ill health : had been in jail ninety- 
seven days, and had not once complained of pain or ill health. 
On the morning of 2nd February, at 6-30, he Was just beginning 
his usual light labor, when he appeared to faint and fell down. 
He was taken at once to hospital. Stimulants were given, 
mustard plaster applied, and friction and heat used constantly. 
He seemed quite conscious, but too feeble to speak, and gradually 
sank and died at 11 a.m. His pulse was barely perceptible for 
two hours before death, and nothing could be made put of its 
character beyond the extreme feebleness of it. 
On post-mortem examination, the sigmoid valves were 

"loose and flapping" as Dr. Watson puts it ; the aortic orifice 

greatly enlarged ; the left ventricle much dilated and slightly 
liypertrophied: the cavities empty ; the lungs almost blood- 
less and collapsed ; the spleen very much enlarged, (weighing 
just under 21bs.)?still very red and vascular ; on its outer sur- 
face a small rent or rupture about an inch long, and at least 
three quarts of blood in the peritoneal cavity. The spleen was 
so soft that it more resembled recently clotted blood than any 
tiling else. 

Query.?Is it not unusual for a spleen to be ruptured by a 
slight full on level ground ? And is it not strange that with 
such a condition of the aorta and its valves, and of the left 3ide 
of the heart, a man should do his ordinary work without a 
murmur? Even the ventral valves were affected, and were 

evidently either wholly or partially " incompetent." Was the 
rupture in this case spontaneous and the cause of the fainting 
and the fall ? 

Nursingpore, July 3rd, 1871. 
[This case was placed at our disposal by the Inspector-General 

of Hospitals, Indian Medical Department. The Deputy Inspector- 
General of the Saugor Circle in forwarding it, was inclined to think 
that the fainting was the cause of the fall and the rupture.?Eds., 
J. M. (?.] 


