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A MIRROR OF HOSPITAL PRACTICE. 

MEDICAL COLLEGE HOSPITAL. 

abstract by the house surgeon, of cases op 
STRANGULATED HERNIA. 

Under the care of J. Fayker, M.D., C.S.I. 

1. Ram Cliand Shaha, a Hindoo male, aged 56 years, a shop- 
keeper, admitted 29th July, 1864, with strangulated hernia of 
the right side; disease of 6 years' duration, strangulation of 
24 hours' prior to admission ; admitted at 8 a.m., with rest- 

lessness, feeble pulse, and constant sickness; operation at 10 

a.m.; stricture divided, sac not opened, the hernia partly 
reduced, an ice bladder applied. As the symptoms of stran- 
gulation did net cease, at 2 p.m. the sac was opened and about 
5 inches of small intestine found gangrenous. Tumor consisted 
of omentum and about 10 inches of small intestines. Patient 
died same day, of exhaustion, from gangrene of the gut. 

2. Jadu Narain Dutt, a Hindoo male, aged 44 years, a 

shopkeeper, admitted 18th December, 1864, with strangulated 
inguinal hernia of the right side; hernia of 10 years' duration, 
strangulation of 2 hours' before admission ; operation imme- 
diately after; stricture at the external ring, which was divided, 
and the tumor reduced without opening the sac. 
By the 9th January, 1865, when the wound for herniotomy 

healed, operation for radical cure performed by plug and liga- 
tures. Discharged 8th February, 1865, relieved; hernia came 

down, hut the tumor not so large; plug removed on the 4th 
day. 

3. An East Indian, aged 60 years, a writer, admitted 25th 
September, 1865, 7 p.m., with strangulated hernia of small size, 
?Without much constitutional disturbance; hernia of 9 years' 
standing, strangulated 2 hours before admission. Patient was 

closely watched. Attempts made to reduce the hernia, but 
without success. Lastly, on the night of the 26th, when the 

symptoms of strangulation supervened, the hernia was easily 
reduced after the division of a stricture, seated at the external 

ring. Sac not opened. Patient discharged 22nd October, 1865, 
cured. 

4. Mia Jan, a Mahomedan male, aged 40 years, a butler 

hy occupation, admitted 9th February, 1866, at 5| p.m., with 

strangulated hernia of the left side. The disease was con- 

genital. Strangulated at 7 a.m. of the 9th February, 1866; 
Operation at 9 p.m. Sac opened, but still the tumor could not 
he reduced. The intestines were drawn out of the scrotum, and 

exposed, about half of the intestines, together with a portion of 
the omentum, formed the tumor. With much difficulty the 
taass was reduced. Owing to extreme restlessness of the patient, 
the hernia came down an hour after. The intestines were con- 

gested, with red black patches of slough here and there, in the 
peritoneal coat. Patient died same day, at 11 p.m. 

5. Sostee Dass, a Hindoo male, aged 50 years, a shopkeeper, 
admitted 25th February, 1866, at 11 p.m., with strangulated 
inguinal hernia of the left side. This was an old hernia, 
strangulated at about 6 p.m.; he came in at 11 p.m.; operation 
immediately after admission. Patient very low on admission, 
stricture at the external ring, was divided and the tumor reduced 
without opening the sac. Patient gradually sank, and died 4 
hours after operation. Scrotum and a portion of the intestines 
"Were found to be gangrenous. 

6. Nazeer, a Mahomedan male, aged 35 years, a butcher, 
admitted 20th April, 1866, at 7 a.m., with strangulated inguinal 
hernia of the right side; hernia of 7 months' duration, stran- 

gulated on the evening of the 19th. Operation performed 
immediately ; stricture at the external ring divided, hernia 

reduced, sac not opened. Vas deferens lay in front of the neck 
of the sac. By the 10th May, 1866, when the wound had healed, 
operation for the radical cure performed by plug and ligatures. 
Patient discharged 1st June, 1866, apparently cured. 

7. Bashooley Mookerjee, a Hindoo male, aged 28 years, a 

sircar, admitted 17th June, 1866, wtih strangulated hernia; 
disease of 4 years, strangulated at 4 p.m.; operation at 10 p.m., 
Stricture at the external ring divided, hernia reduced, sac not 
Opened.' On the 2nd July, operation, for the radical cure 

performed by plug and ligatures. Fatient discharged 19th 

July, 1866, with a small portion of the wound unhealed, and 
the hernia apparently cured. 

8. Chundy Churn Ghose, a Hindoo male, aged 30 years, a 
Shopkeeper, admitted 22nd June, 1866, with strangulated inguinal 
hernia, of the right side; hernia of 8 months' standing, and stran-. 

gulation of 2 days'. Taxis applied, but without success; opera- 
tion performed, stricture at the external abdominal ring divided, 
tumor reduced, sac not opened. Patient discharged 15th July, 
18G6, apparently cured. Would not undergo operation for the 
radical cure. 

9. Jugger Nauth Day, a Hindoo male, aged 34 years, type 
founder, admitted 17th September, 18GG, at 6 p.m., with stran- 
gulated hernia of the right side ; hernia of 4 years' duration, 
strangulated 17th September, 1866, at 3 p.m ; came in at 6 p.m., 
with constant sickness, and a barely perceptible pulse. Operation 
performed after he rallied a little; stricture at the external ring 
divided, tumor reduced, sac not opened, there was much omentum 
in the hernia. Patient discharged, cured, 18th November, 1866. 

10. Kalla Chand Dass, a Hindoo, aged 40 years, milkman, 
admitted 8th February, 1867, with strangulated inguinal hernia 
of the right side ; hernia of 1 year's duration, strangulation 
of 5 days'. Not much constitutional disturbance on admis- 

sion ; operation performed when ttie symptoms of strangulation 
set in, stricture at the external ring divided, and the hernia 
reduced, sac not opened. Patient discharged 6th March, 1867, 
cured. 

11. Gobind Sing, Hindoo, a durwan, aged 40 yeara, admitted 
18th February, 1867, with strangulated hernia of the right 
side ; disease of 4 years' duration, the strangulation of 20 

hours'. Operated on immediately, but the patient died, same day 
at 1 p.m., of exhaustion. Body taken away by his friends; 
stricture at the outer ring and the hernia was reduced without 
opening the sac. 

12. Asjadool Huck, a Mahomedan aged 42 years, a moonshee 
by occupation, admitted 19th July, 1868, with strangulated 
inguinal hernia of the left side ; hernia of 5 years' stand- 

ing, strangulated 19th July, at 5 p.m.; operation at 10J p.m.; 
stricture at the external ring, it was divided and the hernia 

reduced, sac not opened,. During admission, patient had a 

barely perceptible pulse, cold extremities, external restlessness, 
and cold sweat all over the body ; patient rallied well after ttie 
opex-ation. By the 25th September, 1868, whan the wound for 
the herniotomy quite healed, operation for the radical cure per- 
formed, and the patient was discharged 28th November, 1868, 
apparently cured. 

13. Bullo Kristo Roy, a Hindoo aged 40 years, a servant, 
admitted 11th September, 1868, with strangulated inguinal 
hernia of the right side ; subject to hernia for the last 5 
years, strangulated on the 9th September, 1868; operated 11th 
September 1868, 9 a.m.; tumor about the size of a pigeon's 
egg, sac opened, sac gangrenous and adherent to the gut, which 
was protruded for the extent of 2| inches; gangrenous portion 
of the sac removed, kuuckle of the intestines also gangrenous, 
already opened into the sac, by an ulcerated circular opening. 
Foul matter came out without the least disturbance, opening in 
the gut secured to the margin of the wound by sutures, and so 
an artificial anus formed. Patient died 7? p.m. of the same day. 

Post-mortem examination.?Small intestines enormously dis- 

tended, low form of suppurative inflammation of the perito- 
neum ; good deal of pus in the peritoneal cavity, hernia direct. 
No internal strangulation. 

14. Mothura, a Hindoo male, aged 32 years, servant by 
occupation, was admitted on the 27th of August. 1867 with 

strangulated inguinal hernia of the left side. The hernia was 
of 10 years' standing (an ordinary oblique inguinal hernia.) It 
had not gone up for four days before admission. He had no 
other symptoms of strangulation, save a little vomiting and 
constipation. Constriction found at the outer ring formed mostly 
by the intercolumnar fascia. The hernia was of the size of a 

mango, tough, hard and irreducible. The operation was per- 
formed a3 usual for strangulated hernia, without opening the 
sac. He was cured and was discharged on the 21st of Septem- 
ber, 1869. 

15. Kangali, a Hindoo male, aged 25 years, bearer by 
occupation, was admitted on the 7th February, 1870, with 

strangulated inguinal hernia of the left side, of long standing. 
The strangulation occurred 7 days before admission. Taxis, ice 
and chloroform were tried without success. He was then 

operated on about 3 hours after admission. The obstruction was 
not confined to the ring alone, but there were some adhesions 
within the sac; it was consequently opened. The gut was 
highly congested. Still it was thougnt advisable to return it, 
which was accordingly done without any improvement in the 
symptoms. He died of exhaustion on the 2nd day of operation 
(9th February, 1870.) 

16. An East Indian, male, aged 43 years, and clerk 
by occupation, was admitted on the 7th March, 1870, with 
strangulated inguinal hernia of the right side, of 9 years' 
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standing, of 5 hours' strangulation. Chloroform and taxis failing 
to reduce it, hewa3 operated on the following morning?'21 
hours after strangulation. There wa3 no stercoraceous vomiting. 
The hernia was reduced in mass without opening the sac. The 

operation afforded him no relief, and he died of peritonitis on 
the 10th March, 1870, with hurried respiration. 

17. Mothura Nath, a Bengali male, aged 55 years, without 
any occupation, was admitted on the 17th of June, 1870, with 
strangulated inguinal hernia of the right side; hernia ot 15 

years' standing ; strangulation began 2 days ago ; had hiccup 
ever since; no stercoraceous vomiting. The abdomen was 

tympanitic, and the tumor a dense, tough, and large one, and 
could not be reduced by taxis and chloroform. The hernia was 

partly omental and partly intestinal. There was some difficulty 
in reducing the former, and the sac was opened. Even then it 

was reduced with difficulty. Had a slight attack of peritonitis, 
which was mostly local, and subsided speedily; but he died of 

exhaustion on the 30th of June, 1870. 
18. Nobo Coomer Hoy, a Hindoo cook, aged 20 years, male, 

was admitted on the 12th of October, 1870, with strangulated 
inguinal hernia of the left side ; had hernia of both sides; 
the left of 4 months' duration. The strangulation was of 24 
hours' standing. Ice and chloroform failing, he was operated 
in the usual way on the 13th of October, 1870. The seat of 

strangulation was in the outer ring. The hernia was reduced 

without opening the sac, and he made a rapid recovery. The 

patient is still in the ward, waiting for a second operation for 
radical cure. 

Rema.kk3.?There were eighteen cases of inguinal scrotal 
hernia operated on for strangulation ; of these it is noted that 
ten were in the right, six on the left side, whilst in two cases 
the position is not mentioned. The stricture was in all the 
cases at the external abdominal ring, and the sac required to be 
opened in only four cases, all of which were fatal. There were 
ten recoveries and eight deaths, the mortality being due to 

delay in submitting to the operation. Strangulated hernia, in 
the natives of Calcutta, is very amenable to treatment if dealt 
with early. It is, in my opinion, not desirable to delay the 
operation after the usual manipulative measures have failed to 
effect reduction. The danger then increases rapidly and in- 

sidiously. Gangrene sets in without any very demonstrative 

symptoms, and the patient is lost. It is better to operate early, 
and as the seat of obstruction is generally at the tendonous 

opening of the outer ring, the operation is, after all, com- 
paratively simple and free from danger, as the sac is not 
interfered with, and the abdominal peritoneum is not disturbed. 


