
SHEALKANTA OIL* AS AN EXTERNAL APPLICA- 
TION EOR ITCH. 

By Kiustodhun Giiose, 
Sub-Assistant Surgeon in charge of lihaitgulpore Charitable 

Dispensary. 
This plant (Argemone Mexieana) is well known throughout 

the country ; it belongs to the natural order Papaveracese. All 

the parts of the plant are ttll of thorns. The flowers are of a 

bright yellow color. The capsules are of an elongated shape, 

and filled with seeds resembling black mustard ; but these seeds, 
instead of being smooth, are rough at the surface. About this 

time of the year the seeds are collected, and oil of a pale yellow- 
color is extracted. This oil is used for burning purposes by 
some people on account of its cheapness. 

I tried this oil as an external application for itch with marked 
success. In twelve cases the oil was tried, and in every case 

recovery was effected within a week. I had the parts washed 

with soap before applying the oil. The recovery of twelve 

cases is no guarantee of its curative property, but I bring this 

before the readers of the journal to give them an opportunity 
of trying the efficacy of this oil. 
The plant has a yellow oily juice of a disagreeable fishy smell. 

When this juice is applied over a fresh, small, unbroken pustule 
of scabies, the latter becomes enlarged and quite distended with 

pus. This action is rather peculiar, and suggested to me the idea 
that the oil has a direct influence upon the acarus. I once succeed- 

ed in getting a living itch-mite, and putting it under-the micros- 

cope. 1 placed a small quantity of the juice mixed with water 

upon it; the creature died immediately. I never had the oppor- 

tunity of trying the oil in the same manner, but I doubt not it 

has the same effect. 

I have procured some oil with great difficulty, as the last year's 
produce is exhausted, but a fortnight hence the oil will be found 
in abundance. As soon as I get the oil I will try it on a more 

extensive scale, and lay the result before the public. In the 

meantime I would request my professional brethren to give the 

remedy a trial. 

* This oil has long been known to the Natives of India as a valuable 

remedy in indolent ulcers. It is also spoken of as being endowed with 
narcotic, emetic, and purgative properties ; but these are very uncertain. 
If it be proved to possess the property of actually and speedily destroying 
the itch-mite, the oil will l>e a valuable addition to our indigenous 
materia medica.?Ed., I. 21. <?. 


