
SUCCESSFUL TREATMENT OF SOLID (EDEMA OF 
SCROTUM AND PENIS BY SILK STRANDS. 

J To the Editor of "Tan Indian Medical Gazette." 

8lR,?Patient, a boy of 11 years, admitted into Un.io Sadar 
Hospital in September, 191G, for considerable swelling of the 
scrotum and penis. On close examination this swelling was 
found to be solid. No fluctuation of any kind could be dis- 
covered. The boy had it for two or three years and the 
swelling was gradually increasing. History showed that he 
had had an attack of plague four years ago as a result of which 
glands in both groins got considerably enlarged and sup- 
purated. The boy did not receive any surgical treatment for 
his glands. These of themselves burst and continued to 

discharge for some time. 
Present examination showed presence of white cicatrices 

in both groins and slight puckering of the skin round these. 
Measurement of swelling round the scrotum at its junction 
with the penis was ten inches, and round the body of the penis 
about its middle three inches. The case was diagnosed as 
Lymphcedema of the scrotum and penis following lymphan- 
gitis and lymphademitis as a sequela; of plague. Operation 
was advised and done at once. Two stout silken threads 
(sterilized) were made to traverse the (Edematous region of 
the scrotum and the healthy region of the abdomen above on 
the right side under strict antiseptic precautions. They 
were left embedded beneath the skin. Swelling was 

measured again after a week and it was found on naked 
eye examination to have shrivelled. Measurement round 
the scrotum showed a reduction of two inches and round 
the penis half an inch. 
The boy was advised to undergo a second operation on the 

other side. This time three silk threads were put on the left 
side traversing (edematous region below and healthy region 
above. A week after measurements were taken and a further 
reduction of 3| inches and J inch occurred. The boy was a 
labouring class patient and could not aiford to stay in the 
hospital for any considerable length of time. He left the 
hospital practically cured. 
These strands of silk drain the affected area by capillar 

counteraction and thus act as new lymphatic vessels and will 
withstand absorption for many years. 

Yours, etc., 
B. U. VAltMA, L.K.C.P. &s. 

(Edin.), &c. ,&c., 
Civil Surgeon, Unao. 

29th October, 1916. 


