
" QUININE BIHYDROCHLORIDE V. QUININE 
BISULPHATE. " 

To the Editor of "The Indian Medical Gazette. 
" 

Dear Sir,?I am afraid, I am introducing a well worn sub- 
ject, but as I am not satisfied in my own mind about the 
matter, I trust that you will publish this letter in the hope 
that it may raise a correspondence which may prove instruc- 
tive to me. 

I have always been in the habit of injecting the Bihydro- 
chloride of Quinine in severe cases of Malaria. Lately I have 
come across a medical man who avers that it is a useless salt 
of Quinine and that the only salt of anv use for injection is 
the Bisulpliate of Quinine, 
Now, from what I can remember of the Physiology of the 

Blood, I should have thought that the Bisulpliate was a much 
more foreign salt to the plasma than the Bihydrochloride. 
As far as I can remember the plasma contains Chlorides in 
abundance, but Sulphates are conspicuous by their absence 
Also, judging from Oapt. McCay's work, I should have thought 
that the sulphates of Quinine on being injected would be 
transformed into the chlorides, Sodium Sulphate being formed 
in the interchange which would speedily be eliminated. If 
this is the case then surely it would be better to start with the 
Chloride salt straight away. My informant also stated that 

absorption was much greater when the salt was injected 
subcutaneously than when injected intramuscularly. But 

surely change and interchange in the blood is much greater in 
muscular tissue than in connective tissue 
Trusting that the two points raised in my letter about which 

I should like trustworthy information, will be the means of 
bringing into correspondence the " verba magistri." 

I remain, 
Dear Sir, 

Yours faithfully, 
T. HAY BURGESS, m.b., F.R.C.S., 

CAPT., I.M.S. 

Government House, 
OOTACAMUND. 

The l(Wi June, 1909. ) 


