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(1) SiiXKCT an inch of the most homogene- 
ous portion of the slide. 

(2) Draw a perpendicular boundary line on 
either side with a grease pencil, or better with a 
piece of ordinary candle, which is less expen- 
sive. 

(3) Pour as much freshly prepared Irish- 
man's stain as will cover the enclosed space, 

and let it dry thoroughly on the slide, preferably 
in the air, or over a gentle distant flame. 

(4) Hold the slide with a pair of dressing 
forceps, dip it into methylated spirit kept in a 

wide mouth bottle always well corked and 

opened only at the time of carrying out this 

step, and shake it well in the spirit until the 

film becomes a greyish pink colour. Too much 

decolourization will not entail restaining, be- 

cause even if the white blood cells have lost 

their nuclear staining, the parasites retain their 

characteristics. Too little may entail a resi- 

dual deposit. 
(5) Wash in a jet of tap water. 
(6) Blot immediately, dry and mount. 

(7)- If sediment is still present, repeat (4), 
(5) and (6). 

I have not been using any distilled water in 
staining blood films with Leishman's stain 
since 27th October, 1927, when I first tried this 
method and the result is very satisfactory. 

Perfectly clean homogeneously stained fields 
show malaria parasites in bold relief even in 
their earliest stage. The nuclei of white blood 
cells are stained deep violet, and the neutro- 

baso- and acido-philic granules are beautifully 
shown up. 

I have further observed that methylated sPir\ 
used for decolourizatiou does not lose its *11 

capacity and can be used for lighting primes 
stoves and burning in spirit lamps. , 

. 

More than two hundred 1 inch X 1 
films can be effectually decolourized by dippin& 
and shaking them in 4 ounces of methylate 
spirit kept in a wide mouth bottle, well corks 
and opened only when required, until the spirl. 
loses its decolourizing power but retains its flte 

property absolutely intact. 
The colour of the stained film will depend oj1 the degree of purity of methylated spirit whic1 

should be neutral in reaction. 

Appearance of Parasites and, Cellular E'c~ 

ments Stained, by this Method. 
Red Blood Cells?Shades of greyish pink. 
Nuclei?Deep violet or shades of violet. 

Acidophile granules?Red. 
Basophile granules?Deep violet. 

Neutrophile granules?Lilac. 
Blood platelets?Violet. 
Malarial parasites?Shades of blue. 

Chromatin?Ruby red. 
This method is not suggested as an improve- 

ment on the historical Irishman's technique? 
but as a rough 

" 

field method" to be used 
where pure distilled water free of C02 is diffi" 
cult to obtain. 

(This method is not entirely original, tt?r 

does Captain Chukerbuti claim that it is atl 

improvement on the standard method. We 
publishing this to draw attention to a method 
which is particularly suitable for field con"1' 
tions and which, in our own experience, giveS 
good results.?Editor, I.M.G.). 


