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Critical Discussion on Smoking During Pregnancy as a Form of Fetal Abuse:
An Approach to Advocate for Fetal Right to Life

Youngmee Kim', Kap-Chul Cho'
'Red Cross College of Nursing, Chung-Ang University, Seoul, Korea

Purpose: Smoking during pregnancy contributes to the risk of negative health outcomes in mothers and babies. The purposes of this study
were to review the harmful effects of maternal smoking during pregnancy on fetal and child development, to discuss if maternal smoking
should be criminalized as a form of child abuse, and to explore advocating for fetal rights. Methods: A variety of published literature and legal
documents including the Korean constitution, criminal laws, and children’s welfare laws were reviewed and critically analyzed. Results: Women
who smoke during pregnancy are more likely to experience abortion related to placental dysfunction. Their unborn risk premature birth, fetal
growth restriction, low birth weight, neurobehavioral disturbances, and/or other complications and newborn babies are also at risk for compli-
cations. The advocates for fetal rights can assert that maternal smoking should be regarded as a crime. Conclusion: Findings show that mater-
nal smoking during pregnancy is a major risk factor for many adverse pregnancy outcomes. Effective strategies and health policies for smoking
cessation during pregnancy are required to protect pregnant women and their babies.

Key words: Smoking, Pregnancy, Fetal abuse, Advocacy

ch ol ot 2 *ﬂﬁl&_ S A A00] S

olon] ZAQEo] A= A ?ﬁﬂ HES ZAI5H| =k
©alubat= 20059 29 WEE o

&K (Framework Convention on

s W g WAt

N

=
n Tobacco Control .4 Hlﬁ—ilo] g

F7lskoE & AN 952 7

i

Corresponding author Kap-Chul Cho Red Cross College of Nursing, Chung-Ang
University, Building 103, Room 201, 84, Heukseok-ro, Dongjak-gu, Seoul 06974, Korea
TEL +82-2-820-5660 FAX +82-2-824-7961 E-MAIL kcho@cau.ac.kr

Key words £, 1A, OFS3itl, CHAIXt 25

Received 22 August 2016 Received in revised form 26 September 2016

Accepted 4 October 2016

@ This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution Non-

Commercial License (http:/creativecornmons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/) which permits unrestricted non-
commercial use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is property cited.

Copyright © 2016 Korean Academy of Child Health Nursing

A3 ek G EE B Suke o) e
A B =g A S Aele] SAEE e iﬂ?%lﬁﬂi Holgk A
A P Batels HuliiA 24

1 A7), 212 Seluale] 2AAAe BES vie 4TS A A
© 2 Bl Tl Ak FAES o e SR 5202 oI}
A The|EH0] 20139 A7)
4 28 % 19, 200) o} 108 % 1%0] TR0, HelA = A

SR Blsf 1146‘ = AR T o uA] B AR Bl
A

,—ﬁ
£

N
o
oN
o
rlr

ru
rE
¥

2

% r
=
e
4
=
ol
e

N
©

O
=
2]
T {Vdgﬁi%%% A} 57.2%, oL 38.7%01H, 717 A
HAEH eFE2 FA55%, 0% A 14.1%2 RalEo] 27K FdE2

A

o

o] 73] =2 Abejo] QlThal & 4= 9)rk T T2 ¥ To)A] = gt

0 014 FALL 8-10% HER FAE AN, A 5 29 4T E

20% ol 23kl 2 Q41 e Fetol ARHolof Thel 24
| 317



ol

=

=

294 2

1

=

2

o
= 3

)
RN

al

ok

il

Child Health Nurs Res, Vol.22, No.4, October 2016: 317-325
5

Moz AA|
Z4lelgledsie) 4

=

=

9] °oF 10%

1=
T

|

A
LA

]

bel eoke] A1 A

1 0/99] 20-50%7} ot
o

2
A

Fat,

]

0

=

|

=l

of %
QI FHeHrS). ¢

2

3

A 3 oFE AL $10] 34 3

ol

w

chofor &

a

1100
30
i

gl

St 7ol A 2 Aol A

e

5

o] 1 thaFet Sl =L L x| 3

3

1

e

A7} ofet 248 3 4lo] = y7iA] ot57] A

Aui

=]
RS

]_

il

o

v S
Hop|gte]

AAA Eop]

=

Fofl AAA Het 7]

ful

1

.

=

],

=2

°

=]

st

o

= A7

=

A

2] 4y 2]

=

=57 &

]

d&1(Universal declaration on bioethics and human

A
RUARNA

o] Pt B

]

off ofd FF& mA=7R”, “2

o
rights), “f-llo}&-H2]E 2K (Convention on the rights of the child), =7}

o}

4

f

o

= gl

= sk =

o

AH A O

gfo} 4L
foi <

o

Aol et

=]
RS

1o 244

3
=

o

T

ok 0
Fod

]

-

pul

°

o

319
=

Ao gho} Azl 747

= g

A

S efobyy

y= K<)

1 Table 137} 2t
3

]

°

2]
ol Uehdt Asolr]E

Ejop7]

=

=

1

(cytotrophoblast) 2] A3

Fod ejore] AJEE 9
Aol 742 o1& 4= Stk Yl Bl (nicotine) 2} 7HE5 (cadmium)o] Sk

o
=

A
o

=

HHl7} Ejoht obE o] v

FefobgE 918, 23

gl

7F

e REELT
3

=
Al

9|

ul,
ha

9]
&

Al

|

f8A

A
e vAA H
=
)
E
oo

|
ks

gl

°
& 833

P19l

=)
-

1]

o

2412] glote] 7/9]

o

Fol ejordE

17t

o
il

°

15 5 a5 3 7ol 7]0]

T Hopo] S 83
OJA
=

T

gtsto]
0]
Adoz 33

IE}
=
%
S|
=

J=fet

T o

o] sjoto =

92 7

[e]
2 AbRECE ES

il

[¢)

lo] efote] 42 A
% 1]

i

k3
=

X

=

tont,

of|A] gfjorsteh

Yet B} sl aat
2y

[e]

_(H

7R B4 7]

=
=

)

o]

www.e-chnr.org

CH: EHOAH

H

=

x=1

EHOF

t

27

S|

Hoil 2|



https://doi.org/10.4094/chnr.2016.22.4.317

Table 1. Fetal and Childhood Health Problems Related on Smoking during Preg-
nancy

Category/Problems Fetal and childhood health problems

Threat to fetal life
by placental damages

« Anatomical & functional changes of placenta: placenta
previa, abruptio placenta, premature rupture of
membrane

« Premature birth, Short gestational age

« Fetal growth retardation, Low birth weight

« Still birth, Miscarriage

Congenital malformations -« Respiratory tract defects

- Cleft lip & palate

« Nervous system defects: anencephaly, spina bifida,
encephalocele, etc.

- Facial malformation

« Congenital heart defects

Malignancies « Congenital/Fetal malignancies
« Childhood malignancies
Neurologic « Language disturbance

« Behavioral disturbance

- Cognitive impairment

+ Mental disease

- Attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, etc.

« Emotional problems: lack of fetus-mother attachment
« Necrotizing enterocolitis

+Anemia

+ Sudden infant death

«Kidney disease

« Respiratory distress syndrome

+ Obesity

« Childhood asthma

« Hypertension

« Adulthood crime, alcoholism, smoking, substance abuse
«Others

developmental defects

Others
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Figure 1. Conceptual feature of smoking during pregnancy.
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