
NOTE ON CHOLERA. 

By W. Robeet Cornish, P.R.C.S, 
Sanitary Commissioner, Madras. 

In the March number of the Practitioner?Department of 
Public Health?I see that Dr. Mux von Pettenkofer repeats a 

story with reference to a conversation he had with General Sir 
Patrick Grant on the precautions taken to prevent an outbreak 
of cholera in a European regiment marching from Bangalore 
to Madras just twenty years ago. The story as related by 
Pettenkofer was given to the British public in the Lancet of 

September, 1871, by Professor G. Rolleston of Oxford, and 
immediately on seeing the statement I contradicted it, my letter 
being published in the Lancet of lltli May, 1872. Air. C. 

Mncnamara, in his History of Asiatic Cholera, pp. 248, 249, 
quotes both the statement and refutation, and notwithstand- 
ing this public denial I see that Pettenkofer repeats the story 
in support of his view that cholera is not influenced by the 
nature of the water-supply, just as if his facts had never 

been questioned. It so happens that Mr. Madden, Deputy 
Surgeon-general, is now in Madras, and this officer was in 
medical charge of the wing of H. M.'s 43rd Regiment when 
the cholera outbreak quoted by Pettenkofer occurred, and lie 
assures me, that the statement regarding water having been 
carried from a healthy district for the use of troops while 
passing through a tract invaded by cholera, is a pure fiction. 
Deputy Surgeon-general Madden reminds me that the march 
of the regiment was undertaken at twenty-four hours' notice, 
in order to relieve a corps in Madras ordered for active service 
in Persia, and that even if any orders had been issued on the 

subject of carrying pure water, there was no time to make 

the necessary arrangements. As a matter of fact the water 

issued for the troops was taken from the several villages in 
which cholera prevailed, and the efforts of the officers to 

isolate the men of the regiment from the infected villages 
were nugatory, and the official records of the regiment prove 
that the first cases of cholera occurred in men who had been 

straying from the camp to infected villages in search of drink. 

The late Deputy-Surgeon-general A. Barclay's contradiction of 
the statement was just as emphatic as Dr. Madden's. Dr. 

Barclay was at the time surgeon to H. M.'s 43rd Regiment. 
This example should, therefore, be eliminated from the store of 
Dr. Pettenkofer's facts regarding the mysteries of cholera.? 
Practitioner. 


