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ADAM LAWSON KELLY, M.D., F.F.P.S.G. 

It is with feelings of the deepest regret that we again record 
the startlingly sudden death of one of Glasgow's oldest and 
most highly esteemed practitioners, Dr. Adam Lawson Kelly, 
26 Blythswood Square, Glasgow, which took place in Renfield 
Street on Sunday afternoon, 18th August last?a regret which 
is shared by a large and influential body of our fellow-citizens, 
amongst whom he had gone out and in as a much beloved 
family physician for more than forty years. 
He was born in 1835 at Riccarton, Kilmarnock, where his 

father was a schoolmaster. Like most youths destined for the 
medical profession in those days, he got his initiation into the 
mystery of drugs as the apprentice lad or shop boy in Dr. 
Thomson's surgery, King Street, Kilmarnock. Thereafter, he 
entered the University of Glasgow, through the classes of 
which he passed with more than ordinary distinction; grad- 
uated M.D. in 1859, and at once settled in practice on the 
South Side, where he was the leading physician for many 
years, continuing his hold on many families there even after 
his removal to the West End. Shortly after entering upon 
practice he became first a Licentiate, and then a Fellow of the 
Faculty of Physicians and Surgeons, Glasgow, in the affairs 
of which he took the greatest interest, his valuable and un- 
ostentatious services in office being much appreciated amongst 
his fellows, with all of whom he was held in the highest 
respect for his sterling worth as a man and a physician. He 
was not only one of the Examiners for the Faculty, but, at the 
time he had the first attack of his fatal illness, he was Visitor 
and prospective President. 
From its foundation, he was one of the managers of the 

Victoria Infirmary. We are not sure, indeed, but that the 

very first suggestion of the wisdom of having such an 

institution on the South Side came from him. He was much 

gratified by the success which has followed it from its origina- 
tion, and laboured, in season and out of season, in its interest, 
which he felt as one personal to himself. 
For many years he was one of the Governors of the 

Andersonian Medical School, and, as a past President of the 
Southern Medical Society, he always took the deepest interest 
in its affairs, though of late years he was seldom seen at its 
meetings. 



Obituary. 279 

He was, perhaps, too much engrossed in practice to write 
much, and, except some papers on obstetrical subjects, he has 
left no permanent record in literature. 

His success as a practitioner was both immediate and great, 
as he possessed in an unusual degree the faculty of inspiring 
confidence in his patients; and this was, no doubt, due to the 
union of a sound medical education with an attractive per- 
sonality, which manifested in no common degree both physical 
and mental vigour. He was firm, yet gentle, in the manage- 
ment of difficult cases. Rapid in decision, and confident in 
treatment, he secured from his patients unhesitating trust in 
his skill. 

In private life he was modest and retiring, and, over and 
above the deep interest he had in the progress of modern 

surgery and medicine, he manifested a taste for general 
literature and for art, being for many years a member of the 
Glasgow Institute of the Fine Arts, in whose annual ex- 

hibitions and general prosperity he took a sincere interest. 

He was, too, a kind friend and prudent counsellor, and many 
went to him for advice in their domestic and business troubles; 
and none was more able or worthy to give it, for he had 

passed through some heavy trials in his own experience, 
notably that associated with the failure of the City of Glasgow 
Bank, of which he was a shareholder. This great calamity, 
however, neither broke his spirit nor crippled his usefulness. 
With a quiet bravery he still pursued the even tenor of his 
way, wearing a cheerful countenance, and taking undiminished 
interest and pleasure in his work as a physician, which he 
loved for its own sake, and which was at once his highest 
solace and sincerest reward, and the secret, therefore, of his 

great popularity and success. A striking testimony to these 
fine qualities of head and heart of which we speak, was 
witnessed on the day of his funeral, at which an unusual 
number of people, including many ladies, were spontaneously 
present, and evidently visibly affected, to pay their last 
tribute to his memory. More than one of these persons, both 
when standing at Blythswood Square and around the open 
grave at the Necropolis, were heard to say that they had not 
only lost a physician but a kind friend. 
The strain of all these forty years of unremitting labour in 

an abnormally large practice was Bound to tell sooner or later 
011 his health ; for he took but a brief annual holiday, which he 
usually spent by loch and stream as an enthusiastic member of 
the gentle craft. About three years ago he suffered from attacks 
of what was regarded as angina pectoris, and for more than 
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a year abstained entirely from practice. But for that fact 
few would have known that he was ill, as he spoke little 
about himself, and after the first severe attacks of pain his 
wonted cheerfulness returned,and those who were most intimate 
with him considered him to have quite recovered. Indeed, until 
he was suddenly struck down, his walk and carriage, even on 
the day of his death, gave the impression of vigorous health. 
He is survived by a widow; three daughters, one of whom 

is married to the Rev. Mr. Rankin, U.F. minister of Tighna- 
bruaich ; and two sons, the elder of whom?Dr. A. Brown 

Kelly?is a member of our own profession, and has already 
gained a high reputation in his speciality of throat and nose. 
We should add that the deceased's younger and only surviving 
brother, Dr. James K. Kelly, is the esteemed teacher of 

gynaecology in the Glasgow Royal Infirmary. 


