
GUINEA-WORM TOWN OF GINGEE 

Sir,?I have chosen for my caption the singular name 
<?f. 

' 

Guinea-Worm Town of Gingee' aa the place bids 
fair to become another ' 

Cherrupunji' for guinea-worms. 
The indigenous population have evolved novel 

*pethods of dealing with the worms and I can vouchsafe 
f?r the veracity of at least one method. 
This comprises in the application of castor oil after 

the rupture of blister. The entrance is- also lubricated 
a drop or two of castor oil, as also the superficial 

Outlines of the worm as it lies coiled up under the skin. 
After a lapse of 10-15 minutes, by a series of dextrous 

Manipulations, maintaining gentle traction with one 

hand, the other hand literally propels the worm 

forwards, towards the hiatus. 
This manoeuvre occupies about five minutes and is 

Possible only in accessible parts. I have been a witness 
the actual demonstration and the guinea-worm, 

Removed in its entirety, measured nearly 3 feet in length. 
Prefer to term this method the 

' 

Coaxing out method '. 
The second method is less commonly practised. This 

consists in the application of external stimuli, in the 
l?rm of heat. A length of twine (or any fibre will 
c*?) is tied to the protruding worm. Then the other 
eQd is lighted. As the heat travels up, the worm 

gradually wriggles out and more often than not 

c?mpletely, too. 
I may pertinently point out in this connection that, 
the subject of Dracontiasis, in Beaumont's Text- 

Ki?k. Medicine, cold stimuli by means of ethyl 
chloride spray causes the worm to coil up, into a 

impact mass, over which multiple incisions are then 

J^ade and the worm drawn out, by means of a fine 
nook. The medieval method of Gingee is certainly the 
Ampler and neater of the two, and more deserving of 
pttal. than the more modern method of multiple 
lQcisions. 
. I have written this to stimulate thought on the 

^digenous methods prevailing elsewhere in India and 
?nall be glad to hear from your readers who might 
c?me across similar native methods. 

Yours sincerely, 
C. T. TILAK, 

Civil Assistant Surgeon. 
Cuddalore, 

5th October, 1949. 


