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FROM
HORNET-STINGS'
OF
DEATH
POPULARLY KNOWN AS "WASP-BITE."

CASE

To the Editor of The Indian Medicai, Gazette.

Sir,

That death may be caused by wasp-bites may sound
rather paradoxical to some, as such cases are very rare.
The case under report furnishes an illustrative example
these:?A
few
of this. The facts are briefly
months
Hem
named
Chandra, aged 8
ago, one of my sons
years, was playing along with some other little children,
when they sighted a swarm of red wasps (hornets) in the
cleft of the wall of an adjoining house.
They pelted
them with stones and sticks and the wasps getting infuriated began to fly about and several of them (five or six
if not more) attacked my little son, who raised a cry and
we ran up to him, pulled him inside the house and removed the shirt he was wearing to which four or five
The child was so frightened and
wasps were still adhering.
alarmed that he could not tell exactly where he was and
pointed to his back and neck where he felt burning. He
"
then quietly laid himself down on a
charpoy" and
vomitted once in his bed-clothes and became unconscious,
within 15 minutes of the occurrence, his pulse became
very weak, respiration laborious, eyes red and congested,
face cyanosed and nails blue, in short presenting all the
Seeing his consigns and symptoms of sudden shock.
"
2 grs.
dition precarious I at once gave an injection of
of camphor in jether 1 c.c.," of the Bengal-Immunity Company?of which I had a capsule in my bag and upon
confusion of the
which I could lay my hands in the
moment and immediately sent for my revered chief the
Civil Surgeon, Bulandshahr, who also did his best to resuscitate the child by rectal and hypodermic injections
of brandy, strychnine and digitalin, respectively, and artificial respiration. These measures appeared to be successful for a while, the child opened his eyes, cyanosis
diminished, he asked for water from his mother and
complained of pain in the back, but this condition did
and
nails
not last long, the cyanosis of face
became
deeper again, pulse imperceptible beyond the elbow, respiration hard and laborious and breathing stertorous.
The child eventually died within two hours of the bites

(stings).

Unfortunately, owing to the suddenness of the onset
"
of symptoms and shock leading to hurried death,
saline
"
could not be got ready in time and adminisinjections
tered.
In conclusion, owing to the want of research work
and literature upon the subject, at least
to my knowledge, I shall feel much obliged to learn from the Profession?the chemical composition of the poison secreted by wasps, red and yellow; any difference that may
exist in the nature of the two, as it is within the experience of every body that the sting of a red wasp (hornet) is much more serious in its effects both local and
general than that of the yellow; their lethal dose, and if
there is any satisfactory antedote; for, so far as I know,
we can do but little in such severe cases (mild cases
may
be treated by the application of Iyiq. ammon. fort, to
neutralise the Poison) beyond attempting to combat the
shock resulting from an overwhelming dose of the poison
when the stings are several in number, and this to my

February

1921.

(J.P.

