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INTRODUCTION

Both inflammation and structural changes may occur in aller-
gic rhinitis (AR), and chronic eosinophilic inflammation is re-
lated to the development of remodeling.1 Remodeling is char-
acterized by epithelial fragility, reticular basement membrane 
thickening, and an increase in vascularity, the number of fibro-
blasts, and interstitial collagen as well as mucous gland hyper-
trophy.2 Remodeling appears to be less extensive in the nose 
than in the lower airways because of the differences in the se-
cretory activity of smooth muscle cells that are present in the 
bronchi but not in the nose. The different embryologic origins 
of the bronchi and nose may also account for the differences in 
the extent of remodeling between different airway regions.3 
Knowledge of fibrogenic growth factors in the nasal mucosa of 
AR patients is lacking because of the paucity of studies on AR 
compared to asthma.4 Periostin (formerly called osteoblast-spe-
cific factor 2) was originally identified as a secreted factor in a 
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screen of a mouse osteoblastic library. It is thought to function 
in bone adhesion, because its sequence is similar to that of an 
insect adhesion protein, fasciclin-1, and because it is expressed 
in specialized connective tissues that form and support miner-
alized tissue.5 This protein is induced by interleukin (IL)-4 and 
IL-13 in airway epithelial cells.6,7 Periostin also shares structural 
homology to other mammalian proteins, including big-h3, sta-
bilin I and II, MBP-70, algal-cell adhesion molecule, and peri-
ostin-like factor.8-12 To date, many studies on periostin have fo-
cused on its role in extracellular matrix deposition, fibrosis, and 
tissue remodeling following myocardial infarction, as well as its 
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Purpose:  Periostin was originally identified as a secreted factor during screening of a mouse osteoblastic library. In a recent study, periostin was 
found to directly regulate eosinophil accumulation in allergic mucosal inflammation. Chronic eosinophilic inflammation is related to the development 
of remodeling. The present study examined the expression of periostin and evaluated its role in the inflammatory process and remodeling associat-
ed with allergic rhinitis.  Methods:  A murine model of allergic rhinitis was established in periostin knockout mice. We analyzed the expression of 
periostin, manifestation of nasal symptoms, eosinophilic inflammation, and subepithelial fibrosis as well as the expression of MMP-2, TIMP-1, and 
type 1 collagen in nasal tissue.  Results:  Periostin was mainly distributed in the subepithelial tissue of the nasal mucosa. The subepithelial tissue 
was thinner in the knockout group than in the control group. No differences in the expression of MMP-2 or TIMP-1 were found in the knockout group. 
However, after a month of allergen challenge, type I collagen in the nasal tissue was lower in the knockout group than in the control group. The num-
ber of eosinophils and the symptom score were also lower in the knockout group.  Conclusions:  Periostin is expressed in nasal tissues of murine 
models of allergic rhinitis. Periostin deficiency may affect the remodeling of nasal tissue with reduced subepithelial fibrosis, and lead to less eosino-
philic inflammation.
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involvement in stimulating metastatic growth of cancer cells by 
promoting cell survival, invasion, and angiogenesis.5,13-17 How-
ever, there have been only a few studies on periostin in relation 
to allergy, despite the common features of extensive tissue re-
modeling seen in both heart failure after myocardial infarction 
and allergic inflammation of airways. One previous study fo-
cused on the role of periostin in allergic eosinophilic inflamma-
tory disease (eosinophilic esophagitis) involving extensive tis-
sue remodeling, extending the known involvement of periostin 
to allergic esophagitis and proposing a novel role for periostin 
in the direct regulation of eosinophil accumulation in T helper 
type 2 (Th2)-associated mucosal inflammation of both mice 
and humans.18 The present study examined the expression of 
periostin in airway remodeling in a murine model of AR and 
evaluated the roles of periostin in rhinitis symptom manifesta-
tion, the inflammatory process, and airway remodeling associ-
ated with AR using periostin knockout mice.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Mice and allergic rhinitis model
Mice

B6;129-Postntm1Jmol/J mice (targeted mutation of periostin) 
were purchased from the Jackson Laboratory (Bar Harbor, ME, 
USA). Male C57BL/6J mice (4 weeks of age; the control strain 
for the B6;129-Postntm1Jmol/J mice recommended by the compa-
ny) were obtained from Koatech Laboratory Animal, Inc. (Py-
eongtaek, Korea). Homozygotes were used for experiments 
among the offspring generated from mating female heterozy-
gotes and male homozygotes of the B6;129-Postntm1Jmol/J mice, 

according to the manufacturer’s directions. All mice were 
housed in an air-conditioned room maintained at 22-24°C and 
50%-60% humidity. All of the animal experiments were approved 
by the Animal Research Ethics Board of Gyeongsang National 
University.

Immunization of mice and nasal challenge
Ovalbumin (OVA; Sigma, St. Louis, MO, USA)-induced airway 

inflammation was performed in mice as described previously.19 
Male mice (C57BL/6J or B6;129-Postntm1Jmol/J) at 4 weeks of age 
were sensitized by intraperitoneal injection of 25 µg OVA/2 mg 
aluminum hydroxide gel on days 0 and 5, followed by daily in-
tranasal challenge (from day 12 to day 19) with 3% OVA diluted 
in 40 µL phosphate buffered saline (PBS). Prolonged inflam-
mation was induced by subsequent nasal exposure to 3% OVA 
three times a week after day 19 until the mice were sacrificed 
after 1 or 3 months. The B6;129-Postntm1Jmol/J strain mice were 
called the KO group, and the C57BL/6J strain mice were called 
the OVA group. Data were obtained from five mice per group. 
The control mice (C57BL/6J) received saline injections and sa-
line intranasal challenges instead of the OVA solution and were 
called the PBS group (Fig. 1).

Evaluation of allergen-induced nasal symptoms
Nasal symptoms were recorded by counting the number of 

sneezes and nasal scratching motions (nasal rubbing) that oc-
curred for 10 minutes after the last allergen challenge. Exami-
nations were performed at day 19 and at months 1 and 3. The 
observers were blinded to the behaviors.

Fig. 1.  Protocol for induction of the murine AR model. Three groups of mice were used in these experiments, and each group contained three subgroups, according 
to the day of sacrifice.
PBS, phosphate buffered saline; OVA, ovalbumin; KO, knockout; W, week; M, month.

  0  5  12  19  26  33  47  103 days
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Intraperitoneal injection of  25 µg OVA / 2 mg of aluminum hydroxide gel

Intranasal challenge with  3% OVA 

Sacrifice and Sampling

OVA / KO Groups (n=15 )
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Sacrifice and Sampling
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Preparation for histology
The experimental mice were sacrificed and decapitated after 

being anesthetized by an intraperitoneal injection of Zoletil® 
(tiletamine/zolazepam; Virbac, Carros Cedex, France). The 
heads were fixed in 2% paraformaldehyde and decalcified in 5% 
nitric acid for 5 days at 4°C. Then the heads were embedded in 
paraffin. The paraffin-embedded nasal cavity was transversely 
sectioned from the second palatal ridge to the first upper molar 
tooth at a thickness of 4 µm. Then the specimens were deparaf-
finized and stained with hematoxylin-eosin to evaluate general 
morphology.

Evaluation of the inflammatory process and remodeling
Eosinophils

Sirius red staining was used to visualize eosinophils. Eosino-
phils were counted in 10 different areas with a constant muco-
sal length on the slides under a high-power field (×400).

Subepithelial thickness
Specimens were also stained with Masson’s trichrome to visu-

alize collagen distribution in the nasal mucosa. Three coronal 
sections that were similar to the sinus cavity were chosen for 
evaluation. Subepithelial collagen thickness was quantified in 
10 different areas at random using an NIS-Elements BR 3.0 sys-
tem (Nikon Eclipse, Tokyo, Japan).

Type I collagen expression in the KO group
Immunohistochemical detection of type I collagen in the na-

sal tissue of the KO group was performed on 4.5-µm sections 
that were mounted on silicon-coated glass slides using a strep-
tavidin-biotin peroxidase technique, as described previously.20

Quantitative analysis of matrix metalloproteinase 2, tissue 
inhibitor of metalloproteinase 1, and type I collagen by Western 
blotting

Nasal mucosal tissue lysates from five mice per group were 
extracted and subjected to Western blot analysis. Protein (30 μg) 
was subjected to electrophoresis in 10% sodium dodecyl sulfate-
polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis (SDS-PAGE) gels and trans-
ferred to nitrocellulose membranes. After blocking in Tris-buff-
ered saline/5% milk, the membrane was incubated with rabbit 
anti-mouse matrix metalloproteinase 2 (MMP-2) antibody (Ab-
cam, Cambridge, UK) at a concentration of 1 μg/mL, a rabbit 
anti-mouse tissue inhibitor of metalloproteinase 1 (TIMP-1) 
antibody (Santa Cruz Biotechnology, Santa Cruz, CA, USA) at 
1:200 dilution, and rabbit anti-mouse type I collagen antibody 
(Abcam, Cambridge, UK) at 1:5,000 dilution, followed by goat 
anti-rabbit IgG horse radish peroxidase (HRP)-conjugated anti-
body (1:5,000). Enhanced chemiluminescence was used for au-
toradiography.

Identification of periostin expression in nasal tissue
Immunohistochemistry

Immunohistochemical detection of periostin in nasal tissue 
was performed on 4.5-µm sections that were mounted on sili-
con-coated glass slides using a streptavidin-biotin peroxidase 
technique, as described previously.20

Measurement of serum periostin levels
The blood samples were treated using the method outlined 

above. Quantitative assessment of periostin in serum was con-
ducted using an enzyme linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA) 
kit from R&D Systems Inc. (Minneapolis, MN, USA). All of the 
procedures were performed according to the manufacturer’s 
instructions. The serum samples were diluted 500-fold for the 
assay.

Statistical analysis
The data are presented as mean±standard error of the mean 

(SEM). The significance of the results was calculated using non-
parametric two-sided Mann-Whitney statistical tests for com-
paring two groups and the Kruskal-Wallis test for comparing 
multiple subgroups. Statistical analysis was performed using 
SPSS 12.0 (SPSS Inc., Chicago, IL, USA) software. A P value of 
<0.05 was considered significant.

RESULTS

Identification of periostin in the AR model
Immunohistochemical staining was performed to determine 

the expression of periostin and its localization in the nasal tis-
sue of AR mice. Periostin was mainly distributed in the subepi-
thelial tissue of the nasal mucosa as well as the pseudostratified 
columnar epithelium in the OVA group after 3 months of aller-
gen challenge (Fig. 2). The area in which periostin was expressed 
nearly overlapped with the area that was stained by Masson’s 
trichrome. Except for periosteal or perichondrial staining, areas 
positively stained for periostin were not identified in the KO 
and PBS groups.

Serum periostin was found in the PBS and OVA groups. How-
ever, serum periostin levels were not significantly different in 
the PBS or OVA groups over time. None was found in the KO 
group, and levels were constant in all groups despite the pres-
ence of a nasal allergic response (Fig. 3).

Evaluation of the remodeling and inflammatory processes
Fig. 4 shows changes in the thickness of the subepithelial tis-

sue of the nasal mucosa. It was significantly thinner in the KO 
group than in the OVA group (P<0.05), in which it increased 
gradually and peaked at 3 months (P<0.05).

Collagen deposition is an important pathological feature of 
subepithelial fibrosis. The presence of type I collagen in the na-
sal tissue of the KO group was determined using immunohisto-
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chemistry (Fig. 5). Despite the deficiency of periostin, type I 
collagen was expressed around the subepithelial area as a ma-
trix protein of subepithelial fibrosis. Immunoblotting was per-
formed to evaluate the quantity of type I collagen expression in 
the nasal mucosa of different groups (Fig. 5). The KO group 
showed less type I collagen expression after 1 and 3 months of 
allergen challenge than the OVA group.

To evaluate the mechanism of reduced tissue remodeling in 
the KO group, the expression of MMP-2 and TIMP-1, which are 
well-known enzymes expressed during tissue remodeling and 
fibrosis in the nasal mucosa, were checked by immunoblotting 
(Fig. 6). There were no significant differences in the expression 
of MMP-2 or TIMP-1 in the nasal mucosa between the KO and 
OVA groups over time.

The proinflammatory functions and the important role of eo-
sinophils in chronic allergic diseases have been clearly eluci-
dated.21 To determine whether periostin deficiency affects the 
tissue infiltration of eosinophils, these cells were counted in the 
histology slides after staining with Sirius red dye. The number 

of eosinophils in the nasal mucosa was significantly lower in 
the KO group than in the OVA group (P<0.05; Fig. 7). The OVA 
and KO groups showed significantly increased numbers of eo-
sinophils in the nasal mucosa compared to the PBS group, 
which showed few eosinophils in the nasal mucosa (P<0.05). In 
the OVA group, the eosinophil count increased after 3 months 
of allergen challenge when compared to the previous time 

Fig. 2.  Periostin immunohistochemistry. Images show the nasal respiratory mucosa after 3 months of allergen challenge. (A) OVA group, original magnification, ×
20. (B) OVA group, original magnification, ×400. (C) PBS group, original magnification, ×400. (D) KO group, original magnification, ×400. Periostin was highly ex-
pressed in the subepithelial area in the OVA group (asterisk in B). However, it was less expressed in the same area of the PBS group, and no periostin expression 
was observed in the KO group.
PBS, phosphate buffered saline; OVA, ovalbumin; KO, knockout.

A B C D

Fig. 3.  Periostin levels in serum. Serum periostin levels were not significantly 
different in the PBS or OVA groups over time. After 19 days, 1 month, and 3 
months of allergen challenge, the PBS and OVA groups showed similar serum 
periostin levels. Serum periostin was not found in the KO group. Data are ex-
pressed as mean±SE.
PBS, phosphate buffered saline; OVA, ovalbumin; KO, knockout.
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points (P<0.05).

Manifestation of allergen-induced nasal symptoms
Sneezing and nose rubbing, predominant features in this 

model after allergen challenge, were used as symptom parame-
ters for AR. Fig. 8 shows the changes in allergen-induced nasal 
symptoms. The number of sneezes was lower in the KO group 
than in the OVA groups after 1 and 3 months of allergen chal-
lenge (P<0.05). The number of rubbings was lower in the KO 
group than in the OVA groups after 3 months of allergen chal-
lenge (P<0.05). The average numbers of sneezes and rubbings 
were higher in the OVA group than the PBS group at all record-

ed time points (P<0.05), and the numbers gradually increased 
over time. The average number of sneezes seemed higher in the 
PBS group than the KO group, and rubbings showed the oppo-
site pattern, although this was statistically nonsignificant. The 
allergen-induced nasal symptoms were maintained during the 
prolonged allergen challenge.

DISCUSSION

Remodeling occurs in the nasal mucosa of AR patients,22,23 al-
though it appears that remodeling in the nose is less extensive 
than in the lungs.4 One of the aims of this study was to establish 
a model of acute AR as well as a model of prolonged allergen-
induced nasal airway inflammation to mimic the tissue remod-
eling that is observed in chronic AR. We focused on subepithe-
lial fibrosis of the nasal mucosa, which increased after prolonged 
nasal mucosa allergen exposure in the OVA group. The pseudo-
thickening of the reticular basement membrane caused by col-
lagen and fibrous protein deposition occurred as a result of re-
modeling both in the bronchial and nasal mucosa, although 
the extent of pseudothickening was different between the two 
mucosal tissues.2

Subepithelial fibrosis is the most prominent finding in pa-
tients with eosinophilia and severe disease.24 It is also thought 
to change the mechanical properties of the airway wall, alter 
the folding behavior of the airway mucosa, heighten bronchial 
reactivity or narrow the airway, and reduce airflow.25,26 Multiple 
cytokines, growth factors, and adhesion molecules, including 
IL-13 and TGF-β, have been implicated in the pathophysiology 
of subepithelial fibrosis in asthma.27,28 In this study, the subepi-
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Fig. 7.  Eosinophil counts in the nasal mucosa. The nasal tissue around 
conchal cartilage in the OVA group after (A) 19 days, (B) 1 month, and (C) 
3 months are shown. Eosinophils are reddish (arrow). The nasal tissue 
of the KO group after (D) 19 days, (E) 1 month, and (F) 3 months are also 
shown (Luna staining, original magnification, ×400). (G) The number of 
eosinophils in the nasal mucosa was significantly lower in the KO group 
than in the OVA groups. *P<0.05. In the OVA group, the number of eo-
sinophils was higher at 3 months of allergen challenge than at the other 
time points. **P<0.05. Data are expressed as mean±SE.
HPF, high power field.
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thelial tissue in the nasal mucosa was significantly thinner in 
the KO group than in the OVA groups. These results suggest that 
periostin deficiency may decrease subepithelial fibrosis. Three 
possible mechanisms for this are proposed. First, periostin it-
self is the main extracellular matrix protein expressed particu-
larly in the regeneration process. Using this chronic AR model, 
periostin expression was identified in the subepithelial space of 
the nasal mucosa. Periostin was expressed during the early pe-
riod of the AR model, and its expression increased with the 
chronicity of allergen exposure. Serum periostin levels were not 
significantly different in the PBS or OVA groups over time, and 
they were not distinctly increased after a 3-month challenge 
with the allergen. This suggests that the expression of periostin 
in this AR model might be limited to the nasal tissue. Periostin 
is a novel tissue component that is involved in subepithelial fi-
brosis in bronchial asthma6 and is also expressed in esophageal 
biopsies of eosinophilic esophagitis patients.18 The periostin ex-
pression in the chronic AR model used in this study is consis-
tent with results seen in previously studied allergic diseases, 
and this is the first description of periostin expression in a chron-
ic AR model. Therefore, periostin deficiency in the KO group 
may be the reason for the decreased subepithelial fibrosis in 
these mice. Second, periostin deficiency could affect epithelial 
mesenchymal interactions for remodeling. A previous study of 
human bronchial epithelial cells and fibroblasts demonstrated 
that periostin secreted by airway epithelial cells has autocrine 
effects, including the activation of TGF-β and up-regulation of 
type I collagen, as well as paracrine effects, including a TGF-β-
mediated increase in type I collagen production in fibroblasts.29 
Periostin also up-regulates MMP-2 and MMP-9 in an autocrine 
manner to activate TGF-β, leading to up-regulation of collagen 
in airway epithelial cells and fibroblasts. Changes in MMP-2 
and TIMP-1 were not identified in the periostin KO group in 
this study. Further studies are needed to determine the effect of 
periostin deficiency on the epithelial-mesenchymal unit. Eo-
sinophilic inflammation may be the third mechanism. Recent 
reports have supported a potential role for eosinophils in the 
development of airway remodeling.30-32 Increased eosinophils 
in the bronchial mucosa of severe asthmatics have been associ-
ated with basement membrane thickening,33 and eosinophils 
are capable of secreting an array of profibrotic mediators.34,35 In 
a study using eosinophil-deficient mice, reduced subepithelial 
fibrosis was independent of TGF-β expression.1 Reduced eosin-
ophil infiltration in the KO group may be another cause of the 
decreased subepithelial fibrosis. Fibrosis still occurs in the peri-
ostin KO group with other extracellular matrix proteins, like 
type I collagen, and periostin-null mice show aberrant type I 
collagen fibrillogenesis in the skin and poor integrity of the 
periodontal ligament in response to mechanical stress.35 In the 
present study, the KO group showed decreased type I collagen 
expression after 1 and 3 months of allergen challenge com-
pared to the OVA group. These findings suggest that decreased 

subepithelial fibrosis in periostin deficiency may not be attrib-
uted to the absence of type I collagen and that decreased sub-
epithelial fibrosis might be related to decreased collagen pro-
duction.

Periostin was originally identified as a gene expressed in a 
mouse osteoblastic cell line36; however, its pathophysiological 
roles remain poorly understood. It has been suggested that 
periostin plays a role in the development of bone, tooth, heart, 
and myoseptum.8,37,38 Periostin is involved in the pathogenesis 
of heart failure and carcinogenesis.13,39 Recently, there have 
been some reports about the effects of periostin in allergic in-
flammation. In a study of eosinophilic esophagitis, periostin di-
rectly regulated eosinophil accumulation in Th2-associated 
mucosal inflammation in both mice and humans.18 Periostin 
derived from fibroblasts or epithelial cells has been considered 
a mediator of inflammation and fibrosis in allergic diseases.6,18,30 
However, few studies have demonstrated a pathophysiological 
role of periostin in nasal tissues or AR, which are highlighted by 
the findings in the present study.

The role of periostin in the inflammatory process of AR was 
evaluated in our experiments by observing the effect of perios-
tin deficiency on a chronic AR model using periostin knockout 
mice. AR symptoms and eosinophil counts in nasal tissue were 
lower in knockout mice challenged by the allergen. These results 
suggest that periostin may affect or regulate the allergic response, 
and extend the findings of recent studies showing that eosino-
phil accumulation in the lung and esophagus decrease in aller-
gen-challenged periostin-deficient mice compared to wild-type 
mice.18,40 It has been supposed that eotaxin-3 in the epithelium 
attracts eosinophils and that periostin increases the adhesion 
of eosinophils from the vessel to the lamina propria.18 The de-
crease in symptoms after 1 month of allergen challenge in the 
KO group might be due to reduced eosinophilic inflammation 
and non-specific nasal hyperreactivity. These results suggest 
that periostin deficiency might reduce AR symptoms in the 
chronic AR model.

One of the limitations of this study in explaining the effect of 
periostin on chronic AR is the relationship of AR to inflamma-
tory mediators. In a previous study on periostin deficiency and 
allergic airway inflammation, the production of Th2 cytokines 
IL-4, IL-5, and IL-13 in bronchoalveolar lavage (BAL) fluid, 
splenocytes, and mediastinal lymph node cultures increased 
following stimulation with anti-CD3 or OVA from cultures of 
periostin-deficient cells, compared to wild-type cells.41 This 
study suggested that periostin deficiency could enhance Th2 
inflammatory mediators in allergic airway inflammation.

The mechanisms of AR have been clarified by performing na-
sal challenge with allergen or proinflammatory mediators as 
well as by measuring cells and mediators released during the 
early and late phases of allergic reactions.3 However, the prim-
ing effect of the nasal mucosa is important, because a single 
challenge does not perfectly mimic ongoing allergic reactions 
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induced by repeated allergen exposure. In intermittent and 
persistent AR, the same cells and mediators are important, but 
non-specific nasal hyperreactivity develops.3 Based on symp-
tom scores, it is conceivable that periostin deficiency in this 
chronic AR model may reduce inflammation and remodeling.

In conclusion, periostin was expressed in the nasal tissue in a 
chronic murine model of AR. Periostin deficiency affected the 
remodeling of the nasal tissue with reduced subepithelial fibro-
sis. Eosinophilic inflammation in the nasal tissue was decreased 
in periostin-deficient mice. However, more research remains to 
be done on the molecular mechanism of remodeling without 
periostin and on acute Th2 cell-associated inflammation with-
out periostin before this protein can be used to treat AR in clini-
cal practice.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

This study was supported by grant number GNUHCRF-2010- 
008 from the Gyeongsang National University Hospital Clinical 
Research fund and by grant number 04-2008-0520 from the 
Seoul National University Hospital fund.

REFERENCES

1. Humbles AA, Lloyd CM, McMillan SJ, Friend DS, Xanthou G, McK-
enna EE, Ghiran S, Gerard NP, Yu C, Orkin SH, Gerard C. A critical 
role for eosinophils in allergic airways remodeling. Science 2004; 
305:1776-9.

2. Jeffery PK. Remodeling and inflammation of bronchi in asthma 
and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease. Proc Am Thorac Soc 
2004;1:176-83.

3. Bousquet J, Van Cauwenberge P, Khaltaev N; Aria Workshop Group; 
World Health Organization. Allergic rhinitis and its impact on asth-
ma. J Allergy Clin Immunol 2001;108:S147-334.

4. Bousquet J, Jacot W, Vignola AM, Bachert C, Van Cauwenberge P. 
Allergic rhinitis: a disease remodeling the upper airways? J Allergy 
Clin Immunol 2004;113:43-9.

5. Butcher JT, Norris RA, Hoffman S, Mjaatvedt CH, Markwald RR. 
Periostin promotes atrioventricular mesenchyme matrix invasion 
and remodeling mediated by integrin signaling through Rho/PI 
3-kinase. Dev Biol 2007;302:256-66.

6. Takayama G, Arima K, Kanaji T, Toda S, Tanaka H, Shoji S, McKen-
zie AN, Nagai H, Hotokebuchi T, Izuhara K. Periostin: a novel com-
ponent of subepithelial fibrosis of bronchial asthma downstream 
of IL-4 and IL-13 signals. J Allergy Clin Immunol 2006;118:98-104.

7. Yuyama N, Davies DE, Akaiwa M, Matsui K, Hamasaki Y, Sumina-
mi Y, Yoshida NL, Maeda M, Pandit A, Lordan JL, Kamogawa Y, 
Arima K, Nagumo F, Sugimachi M, Berger A, Richards I, Roberds 
SL, Yamashita T, Kishi F, Kato H, Arai K, Ohshima K, Tadano J, 
Hamasaki N, Miyatake S, Sugita Y, Holgate ST, Izuhara K. Analysis 
of novel disease-related genes in bronchial asthma. Cytokine 2002; 
19:287-96.

8. Horiuchi K, Amizuka N, Takeshita S, Takamatsu H, Katsuura M, 
Ozawa H, Toyama Y, Bonewald LF, Kudo A. Identification and 
characterization of a novel protein, periostin, with restricted ex-
pression to periosteum and periodontal ligament and increased 

expression by transforming growth factor beta. J Bone Miner Res 
1999;14:1239-49.

9. Huber O, Sumper M. Algal-CAMs: isoforms of a cell adhesion mol-
ecule in embryos of the alga Volvox with homology to Drosophila 
fasciclin I. EMBO J 1994;13:4212-22.

10. Litvin J, Selim AH, Montgomery MO, Lehmann K, Rico MC, Devlin 
H, Bednarik DP, Safadi FF. Expression and function of periostin-iso-
forms in bone. J Cell Biochem 2004;92:1044-61.

11. Skonier J, Neubauer M, Madisen L, Bennett K, Plowman GD, Pur-
chio AF. cDNA cloning and sequence analysis of beta ig-h3, a novel 
gene induced in a human adenocarcinoma cell line after treatment 
with transforming growth factor-beta. DNA Cell Biol 1992;11:511-22.

12. Terasaka K, Yamaguchi R, Matsuo K, Yamazaki A, Nagai S, Yamada 
T. Complete nucleotide sequence of immunogenic protein MPB70 
from Mycobacterium bovis BCG. FEMS Microbiol Lett 1989;49: 
273-6.

13. Bao S, Ouyang G, Bai X, Huang Z, Ma C, Liu M, Shao R, Anderson 
RM, Rich JN, Wang XF. Periostin potently promotes metastatic 
growth of colon cancer by augmenting cell survival via the Akt/PKB 
pathway. Cancer Cell 2004;5:329-39.

14. Gonzalez HE, Gujrati M, Frederick M, Henderson Y, Arumugam J, 
Spring PW, Mitsudo K, Kim HW, Clayman GL. Identification of 9 
genes differentially expressed in head and neck squamous cell car-
cinoma. Arch Otolaryngol Head Neck Surg 2003;129:754-9.

15. Kudo Y, Siriwardena BS, Hatano H, Ogawa I, Takata T. Periostin: 
novel diagnostic and therapeutic target for cancer. Histol Histo-
pathol 2007;22:1167-74.

16. Norris RA, Moreno-Rodriguez RA, Sugi Y, Hoffman S, Amos J, Hart 
MM, Potts JD, Goodwin RL, Markwald RR. Periostin regulates 
atrioventricular valve maturation. Dev Biol 2008;316:200-13.

17. Sasaki H, Yu CY, Dai M, Tam C, Loda M, Auclair D, Chen LB, Elias A. 
Elevated serum periostin levels in patients with bone metastases 
from breast but not lung cancer. Breast Cancer Res Treat 2003;77: 
245-52.

18. Blanchard C, Mingler MK, McBride M, Putnam PE, Collins MH, 
Chang G, Stringer K, Abonia JP, Molkentin JD, Rothenberg ME. 
Periostin facilitates eosinophil tissue infiltration in allergic lung 
and esophageal responses. Mucosal Immunol 2008;1:289-96.

19. Nakaya M, Dohi M, Okunishi K, Nakagome K, Tanaka R, Imamura 
M, Yamamoto K, Kaga K. Prolonged allergen challenge in murine 
nasal allergic rhinitis: nasal airway remodeling and adaptation of 
nasal airway responsiveness. Laryngoscope 2007;117:881-5.

20. Kitajima S, Kudo Y, Ogawa I, Bashir T, Kitagawa M, Miyauchi M, Pa-
gano M, Takata T. Role of Cks1 overexpression in oral squamous 
cell carcinomas: cooperation with Skp2 in promoting p27 degrada-
tion. Am J Pathol 2004;165:2147-55.

21. Silberstein DS. Eosinophil function in health and disease. Crit Rev 
Oncol Hematol 1995;19:47-77.

22. Bavbek S, Sencer H, Misirligil Z, Beder S, Gurbuz L. Light and elec-
tron microscope study in allergic rhinitis patients (ARP) with or 
without bronchial hyperreactivity (BHR). J Investig Allergol Clin 
Immunol 1996;6:172-82.

23. Sanai A, Nagata H, Konno A. Extensive interstitial collagen deposi-
tion on the basement membrane zone in allergic nasal mucosa. 
Acta Otolaryngol 1999;119:473-8.

24. Berry M, Morgan A, Shaw DE, Parker D, Green R, Brightling C, 
Bradding P, Wardlaw AJ, Pavord ID. Pathological features and in-
haled corticosteroid response of eosinophilic and non-eosinophil-
ic asthma. Thorax 2007;62:1043-9.



Hur et al.

Allergy Asthma Immunol Res. 2012 July;4(4):222-230. http://dx.doi.org/10.4168/aair.2012.4.4.222

Volume 4, Number 4, July 2012

230 http://e-aair.org

25. Brown NJ, Salome CM, Berend N, Thorpe CW, King GG. Airway 
distensibility in adults with asthma and healthy adults, measured 
by forced oscillation technique. Am J Respir Crit Care Med 2007; 
176:129-37.

26. Ward C, Johns DP, Bish R, Pais M, Reid DW, Ingram C, Feltis B, 
Walters EH. Reduced airway distensibility, fixed airflow limitation, 
and airway wall remodeling in asthma. Am J Respir Crit Care Med 
2001;164:1718-21.

27. Brewster CE, Howarth PH, Djukanovic R, Wilson J, Holgate ST, 
Roche WR. Myofibroblasts and subepithelial fibrosis in bronchial 
asthma. Am J Respir Cell Mol Biol 1990;3:507-11.

28. Evans MJ, Fanucchi MV, Baker GL, Van Winkle LS, Pantle LM, 
Nishio SJ, Schelegle ES, Gershwin LJ, Miller LA, Hyde DM, Plopper 
CG. The remodelled tracheal basement membrane zone of infant 
rhesus monkeys after 6 months of recovery. Clin Exp Allergy 2004; 
34:1131-6.

29. Sidhu SS, Yuan S, Innes AL, Kerr S, Woodruff PG, Hou L, Muller SJ, 
Fahy JV. Roles of epithelial cell-derived periostin in TGF-beta acti-
vation, collagen production, and collagen gel elasticity in asthma. 
Proc Natl Acad Sci U S A 2010;107:14170-5.

30. Blyth DI, Wharton TF, Pedrick MS, Savage TJ, Sanjar S. Airway sub-
epithelial fibrosis in a murine model of atopic asthma: suppression 
by dexamethasone or anti-interleukin-5 antibody. Am J Respir Cell 
Mol Biol 2000;23:241-6.

31. Cho JY, Miller M, Baek KJ, Han JW, Nayar J, Lee SY, McElwain K, 
McElwain S, Friedman S, Broide DH. Inhibition of airway remod-
eling in IL-5-deficient mice. J Clin Invest 2004;113:551-60.

32. Flood-Page PT, Menzies-Gow AN, Kay AB, Robinson DS. Eosino-
phil’s role remains uncertain as anti-interleukin-5 only partially 
depletes numbers in asthmatic airway. Am J Respir Crit Care Med 
2003;167:199-204.

33. Wenzel SE, Schwartz LB, Langmack EL, Halliday JL, Trudeau JB, 
Gibbs RL, Chu HW. Evidence that severe asthma can be divided 
pathologically into two inflammatory subtypes with distinct physi-
ologic and clinical characteristics. Am J Respir Crit Care Med 1999; 

160:1001-8.
34. Ohno I, Nitta Y, Yamauchi K, Hoshi H, Honma M, Woolley K, O’Byrne 

P, Tamura G, Jordana M, Shirato K. Transforming growth factor 
beta 1 (TGF beta 1) gene expression by eosinophils in asthmatic 
airway inflammation. Am J Respir Cell Mol Biol 1996;15:404-9.

35. Rios H, Koushik SV, Wang H, Wang J, Zhou HM, Lindsley A, Rogers 
R, Chen Z, Maeda M, Kruzynska-Frejtag A, Feng JQ, Conway SJ. 
Periostin null mice exhibit dwarfism, incisor enamel defects, and 
an early-onset periodontal disease-like phenotype. Mol Cell Biol 
2005;25:11131-44.

36. Takeshita S, Kikuno R, Tezuka K, Amann E. Osteoblast-specific fac-
tor 2: cloning of a putative bone adhesion protein with homology 
with the insect protein fasciclin I. Biochem J 1993;294:271-8.

37. Kruzynska-Frejtag A, Machnicki M, Rogers R, Markwald RR, Con-
way SJ. Periostin (an osteoblast-specific factor) is expressed within 
the embryonic mouse heart during valve formation. Mech Dev 
2001;103:183-8.

38. Kudo H, Amizuka N, Araki K, Inohaya K, Kudo A. Zebrafish perios-
tin is required for the adhesion of muscle fiber bundles to the myo-
septum and for the differentiation of muscle fibers. Dev Biol 2004; 
267:473-87.

39. Katsuragi N, Morishita R, Nakamura N, Ochiai T, Taniyama Y, 
Hasegawa Y, Kawashima K, Kaneda Y, Ogihara T, Sugimura K. Peri-
ostin as a novel factor responsible for ventricular dilation. Circula-
tion 2004;110:1806-13.

40. Blanchard C, Wang N, Stringer KF, Mishra A, Fulkerson PC, Abonia 
JP, Jameson SC, Kirby C, Konikoff MR, Collins MH, Cohen MB, Ak-
ers R, Hogan SP, Assa’ad AH, Putnam PE, Aronow BJ, Rothenberg 
ME. Eotaxin-3 and a uniquely conserved gene-expression profile 
in eosinophilic esophagitis. J Clin Invest 2006;116:536-47.

41. Sehra S, Yao W, Nguyen ET, Ahyi AN, Barbe Tuana FM, Ahlfeld SK, 
Snider P, Tepper RS, Petrache I, Conway SJ, Kaplan MH. Periostin 
regulates goblet cell metaplasia in a model of allergic airway inflam-
mation. J Immunol 2011;186:4959-66. 


