
PERCHLOMDE OF MERCURY AND CANNA- 
BIS INDICA IN DYSENTERY. 

By Surgeon-Major MATTHEW D. MORIARTY, m.b., 
Civil Surgeon of Aligarh, 

The value of perchloride of mercury in Plill 

Diarrhoea has receutly been brought before the 
profession in the pages of the Indian Medical 

Gazette. I have likewise found this drug of 
much value iu cases of diarrhoea characterised 

by large, semi-consistent, seething motions not, 
as a rule, very deficient in bile, and very sugges- 
tive of fermentation. Iu certain cases when a 

dysenteric condition was superadded as indicat- 

ed by the presence of mucus and sometimes 
blood in the stools, the perchloride proved equal- 
ly effectual. All of these cases were more or 

less recent. 

Seeing that the use of mercury has been 

deprecated in all stages and forms of dysentery 
(Maclean in Russell Reynolds' .System of Medi- 
cine), I hesitated for sometime to use the per- 
chloride in a declared case of that disease; but 
at length, after noting its great value iu many 
cases of diarrhoea, as previously mentioned, I 
was induced to try it in acute dysentery ; the 
results were highly satisfactory. Some time ago, 
having heard a good deal of the value of can- 
nabis iudica in dysentery, I gave that drug 
a short trial, but finding little or no benefit from 
its use, some gave it up. Receutly again I tried 
it against the perchloride, with the result that 
in some cases it appeared to be of considerable 
value, while iu others it was quite ineffectual. 
At this time some cases occurred which did 
not yield readily to the perchloride treatment. 
An addition of ten minims of tincture of canna- 
bis indica, to each dose of the perchloride 

mixture, was in each of these cases followed by 
rapid improvement and cure. 

I have almost invariably given the two drugs 
in combination as follows :? 

R 

Liq. Hydrarg. Perchlorid ... ... 5ss. 
Tinct. Cannabis Indicaa m in x. 

Mucilaginis Tragacantba) ... ... 5 i. 

Mixture to be given from four to eight times 
daily according to the urgency of the case. The 
common 

" kathera" of the bazars is a good 
substitute for tragacanth. It is an ordinary 
experience to find, after three or four doses, 
some semi-formed olive green ftecal matter in the 
stool. Occasionally the color is a bright-yellow, 
aud it is not rare to find a perfectly natural 
motion within 48 hours. 

I have tried this treatment in cases of the 

very worst type, and in some which, under ipeca- 
cuanha, seemed to be going from bad to worse, 
the result has always been the same, viz., 
cure. I do not for a moment suppose that this 
will continue to be my invariable experience ; 
at the same time I am far more confident of 
the result thau when I relied 011 ipecacuanha. 
If there be good reason to think there are scy- 
bala present, it is advisable to commence the 
treatment with half an ounce of castor oil rub- 
bed up with an equal quantity of mucilage; 
but in my experience this is rarely necessary. 
When recovery has set in, it is advisable to 
continue the mixture two or three times daily 
till blood and slime disappear; if the motions 
are thin but otherwise healthy, it often answers 
to withdraw all medicine, and trust to careful 
dieting to complete the cure. At such times the 

following prescription will often be found use- 
ful. I learned it from an hospital assistant 
some years ago> and have often proved its value 
in dysentery :? 

Powder of Bael 
Powder of iEsobghol of each 15 grains. 
Powder of Mang seed pulp 
Powder of acacia gum ... ... 10 grains. 
Powder of ginger ... ... ... 5 grains. 

}?< 
The three first ingredients should be half 

roasted. This may be given two or three times 
daily. 

In acute dysentery it may be given every two 
hours; if there is no improvement after twenty- 
four hours, it is useless to continue it. 

Opium sometimes appears to do positive 
harm. Recently I had a very severe case of 

dysentery in the Jail hospital: there was no im- 
provement till the third day after the twelvth 
dose of the perchloride of mercury and canna- 
bis indica mixture had been given. Subse- 

quently, when only a little diarrhoea remained, 
1 gave bismuth and pulv. cretai aromatic, cum 

opio. Next day the stools resembled those of 
diarrhoea alba, and a relapse of the dysentery 
threatened: the perchloride mixture was again 
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resorted to, and with the best results. In other 

cases at a similar period I have found small 

doses of Dover's powder, bismuth and aromatic 
chalk powder, answer very well. It is an old 

experience that in hill diarrhoea opium acts best 
when combined with ipecacuanha. 
How the cannabis iiidica acts is not very ob- 

vious ; the perchloride of mercury (ammonio- 
xnercuric chloride according to Martindale) 
appears to have a two-fold action?antiseptic 
and chalagogue. Ptyalism I have never seen 
a trace of. 

Aligarh, 1st January, 1889. 
Since writing the above I have become aware 

that Dr. Rennie, in the Indian Medical Gazette 
for December 1886, recommendscannabis indica 
in dysentery, especially in the sub-acute and 
chronic forms, and that this drug has also been 
found useful in summer diarrhoea. 


