
A CASE OF MELANOMA OF RECTUM 
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Case report 
A Hindu male, aged about 45, was admitted 

to this hospital on 6th February, 1935, with the 
history that he had been passing loose motions, 
containing mucus and blood with tenesmus and 
prolapse for about a month and a half. Prior 
to this, he was enjoying good health. 
On admission, he was found to be weak and anaemic 

from loss of blood and sleeplessness caused by constant 
pain. Physical examination of the chest and abdomen 
was negative. No enlarged glands could be detected. 
An examination of the rectum revealed a soft, nodular, 
pedunculated, easily bleeding, painful and tender mass 
the size of a small orange, springing from the left 
lateral and posterior wall of the rectum. A similar 
but a smaller growth could also be palpated just below 
it. A clinical diagnosis of papilloma was made and 
the patient was operated on by the civil surgeon on 
20th February, 1935, and the tumours were excised. 
His convalescence was uneventful. He was discharged 

' cured' on 2nd March. The Director, Haffkine Insti- 

tute, Bombay, to whom the growth had been sent for 
a pathological examination, reported it to be a 

melanoma. 

The rarity of such a condition has prompted 
the publication of this note. 
I can find no reference in the available litera- 

ture to the presence of such a tumour in the 
rectum. These neoplasms generally grow from 
the pigmented areas of the body such as the 
rete mucosum of the skin, pigmented moles, or 
the choroid of the eye. Its presence in the 
rectum may, however, be explained by the fact 
that melanin is formed in relation to the cells 
and stroma of certain epithelial tumours, giving 
rise to melanotic cancer. 

I am grateful to the civil surgeon for his 
kind permission to publish these notes. 


