
A CASE OF CONGENITAL MALFORMATION. 

By Assistant Surgeon J F. P. McConnell, M.B., 

Officiating Civil Assistant Surgeon of Julpigoree. 

"Woociioop G. S a Bengali lad, aged 25, was born in 

the village of Connihatty, Zillah Kajshahye, and presents the 

following peculiar malforraities:? 

(a.) Spine.?An angulo-lateral curvature is seen occupying 
the whole of the dorsal region; the lateral deflexion is towards 

the right; all the ribs from the 3rd downwards participate in 
the curve, and are greatly bent at their angles. 

(b.) Hands (1) Right.?Fingers normal, but the metacarpal 
bone of the thumb is bifid, i. econsists of two " rami" articulat- 

ing by a common base to the trapezium, but separating at right 
angles from each other almost immediately : the summit of each 

ramus is surmounted by two phalanges, which are moderately 
well developed, and each distal one bears a well-formed nail. 

(2.) Left hand.?Fingers also normal. The metacarpal bone 
of the thumb is single, but supports four phalanges, two of 

which are situated vertically with respect to the head of this 
bone ; the other two rudimentary in character project laterally 
outwards from this point, as if abnormal developments of the 
sesamoid bone usually found in this situation. 

(c.) Ears.?Almost complete absence.?On the right side of the 
head is observed (in place of the external ear) merely a small 

reduplication of integument analogous to the superior fold of 

the "pinna," and a rudimentary "tragus." The orifice of the 

auditory canal is impervious, being closed by integument Continu- 
ous with that of the side of the face, but in this situation it is 

very delicate, thin and free from fat. On the left side of the 

head, a rudimentary "lobule" and " 
anti-tragus" alone exist, 

the external orifice of the auditory canal being closed in the 

same way as on the opposite side. 
Remarks.?There is no malformation or peculiarity about the 

feet or any other part of the body, nor is there any history of 
the hereditary transmission of these deformities. The lad is 

remarkably intelligent, can both read and write the native char- 
acter : tiie latter accomplishment he seems very proud of, and 

performs quickly and with apparent ease, holding the pen between 
the fore-finger and double-thumb of the right hand. He is 

deaf, but not completely so by any means : if, in speaking to him, 
the mouth is held close to the auditory canal, he can hear very 
fairly ; as a rule, however, he prefers being spoken to through his 
mouth, i. e., in conversing he invariably keeps his mouth wide 
open, and then if the voice be raised to a moderately loud pitch, 
can hear remarkably well. This would seem to prove that the 
" Eustachian tubes" are pervious, and form the channel for con- 
duction of sound. 

In conclusion, I may add, that instead of considering himself 
an object of commiseration, he is, on the contrary, rather proud 
of his singular peculiarities, and makes a good deal of money 
by 

" exhibiting" himself. I trust this brief account of his con- 

dition will not prove uninteresting to those who seek to investi- 

gate and record the many wonderful "lusus naturae." 


