
Observations on the Efficacy of burning Sulphur Fires in Epidemics 
of Cholera. By Surgeon-Major J. E. Tuson, F.R.C.S., 16th 
Bengal Cavalry. 
Suugeon-Majok Tuson details, in this pamphlet, four instances 

which came under his own observation in which the cessation of 
cholera followed the burning of sulphur fires in villages. 
Several other instances of benefit, apparently derived from this 
measure, communicated to the author by other observers, are also 
related. His directions for carrying out the process are as 

follows : ?The fires should be placed, at distances of 40 or 5 ? 

yards, round the village?to windward of it, or where cholera is 
worst. They are composed of piles of wood, large enough to 
last several hours, and replenished so as to last for about 24 
hours. They should be lighted at the same time and sulphur 
sprinkled on them simultaneously. About 2fbs of sulphur 
should suffice for each fire for 24 hours. Infected houses should 
at the same time be fumigated. The theory of the process is 
that the sulphurous acid destroys the germs of the disease. It is 

not, however, enough to show that cholera has declined or dis- 

appeared in certain localities where this process has been resorted 
to. The disease goes of itself without the adoption of any 
measures. To establish the efficacy of sulphur fires it is necessary 
to demonstrate that their employment is invariably or in the 
large majority of cases followed by disappearance?prompt 
disappearance or earlier disappearance than when sulphur fire3 
are not burnt. Negative instances should also be adduced where 
disappearance has not followed the burning or sulphur in the 
manner directed. It is a defect in Surgeon-Major Tuson's 
pamphlet that these, though alluded to, are not quoted in the 
same detail as the positive cases. 

Surgeon-Major J. "Rwart, M.D., Bengal Medical Ser- 

vice, Surgeon Superintendent of the Presidency General Hos- 
pital, Calcutta, has been appointed a member of the India 
Office Medical Board, in place of Surgeon-Major S. B. Partridge, 
who is returning to India.?Some News. 


