
III. 

Cafe of a Bony Tumour ,fuccefsfully extraEled from the Orbit of the 
Eye. By Thomas Lucas, Surgeon, Stirling. 

i\. D. a farmer's daughter, 28 years of age. 
1ft OEiober, 1802. Covered with the upper eye-lid of the left 

eye, there is a very hard tumour, of an oval form, and rather 
flat, fomewhat more than an inch in its perpendicular diameter, 
and extending horizontally, about an inch and a half in length, 
from the inner angle of the orbit towards the eye-ball, which is 
difplaced. It feems to occupy, the greater part of the focket, and 
has forced the eye itfelf forwards and outwards, fo that the eye 
hangs pendulous and loofe, and apparently entirely beyond the 
exterior edge of the outer angle of the orbit. The optic nerve 
and mufcles mufl be confiderably elongated, perhaps nearly an 
inch. She can {till, however, difcover objects with this eye, 
although its fight is much impaired \ and {he complains of little 
pain from the tumour, even when prefled or handled pretty 
freely. 
On the 25th of February {he had received a blow from a 

cow's horn on the upper and inner angle of the orbit of the left 
eye, nearly on the tranfverfe future ; but as it infli?ted no wound, 
and the pain foon fubfided, it was confidered merely as a flight 
contufion, and little attention was paid to it. About the be- 

ginning of March, however, there was difcovered, on the fpot 
yhere the blow had been received, a fmall hard tumour, which 
"icreafed gradually to its prefent fize, but with very little pain, 

and 
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and no interruption to her general ftate of health, fo that fhe 
continued her ufual laborious employments about her father's 
houfe. She has confulted feveral gentlemen of the faculty in 
GlaSgow, and in other parts of the country, who gave her no 
(atisfadtion concerning the nature of the tumour, and declined 
attempting any thing for her relief. 

2d OSober. Being certain that the examination would be at- 
tended with no dangei-, but might be productive of good confe- 
quences, I refolved to afcertain the nature of the tumour, which, 
although hard, appeared fomewhat loofe. With this view, I 
made a horizontal incifion through the upper eye-lid, about an 
inch in length, along the greatelt diameter of the tumour, which, 
on feparating, and raifing the edges of the wound, was dis- 
covered to be a folid piece of bone, covered only with the com- 
mon integuments, and a thin membrane fomewhat refembling 
periofteum, and to which it was but flightly attached. No part 
of the bones of the orbit was denuded; and although the manner 
of its adhefxon to the neighbouring parts could not be ascertained, 
the tumour remained firm and immoveable, notwithftanding con- 
siderable efforts were made to loofen it, and bring it away. 
The wound made by the incifion did not heal up, but con- 

tinued nearly of its original fize, difcharging a fmall quantity of 
thin matter, neither purulent nor fetid. The bone continued 
to increafe in fize ; the eye was ftill more prefied out of its na- 
tural-pofition, though fome degree of fight ftill remained in it, 
and the girl continuedi n perfect health. At length, towards the 
end of September 1803, the bone becoming carious, and evidently 
loofe, and protruding fomewhat forwards, I endeavoured to ex- 
tract it by making, with a fmall Scalpel, an incifion round the 
edges of the former wound, to detach it from any adhefion at 
its orifice, and by taking firm hold of it with a pair of ftrong 
forceps. The firlt attempt failed, but a fecond, made fome days 
afterwards, fucceeded ; and I extracted, without much exertion 
or difficulty, a piece of bone, of an oblong fhape, weighing an 
ounce and two drachms ; an inch and a half in length, and two 
inches, five eighths, in circumference hard, folid, and pretty 
fmooth. 
The extra?tion of the bone was followed by no hemorrhagy ; 

a few drops of blood only were discharged from the edges of the 
wound. The cavity from which it was extracted was found to 
be lined with a ftrong membrane, quite Smooth on the upper 
and inner fides, but fomewhat uneven on the fide next the ball 
of the eye. No perforation or communication with any of the 
Surrounding parts could be discovered in it; when examined both 
with z probe and the finger, little irritation or pain was produced, 
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?and the bone had evidently no connexion or adhefion with any 
bone adjoining to it. 
The lips of the wound foon healed, but could not be got to 

cicatrize, and its fize is diminilhed to about half an inch in diame- 
ter 5 but the cavity ftill extends in a ftraight dire?tion backwards 
to two inches in depth. A little lint and bit of filk are worn 
over it to hide the deformity, and every time the drefling is re- 
moved the infide of the cavity is covered with a flight exudation. 
Theeye-ball has in a great meafure recovered its natural fituation, 
and feems fti.ll to encroach on the cavity which contained the bone, 
although for fome months pad its progrefs has been but fmall. 
.She has completely recovered the fight of the left eye, which 
is now equal to th;it of the right, and is fcarcely more affe&ed 
by fire or candle light, or by looking fteadfaftly at any obje&; 
the only perceptible difference being, that it begins to water 
firit. She has no headach or any material complaint; has mar- 
ried fince the bone was extradled, and is now the mother of a 
fine child, which fhe nurfes herfelf. 

March 4. 1805. 
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