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It is only about a year ago since we noticed 
in the favourable terms the appearance of the 
first edition of this work. In this new edition 
much matter has been added regarding drugs 
hitherto unnoticed by European writers. The 

Makhzan-eb-Adwiya especially has furnished 
much material of value. This copious treatise 
on Materia Medica was compiled by Mir 
Muhammad Hussain, a native of Khorasan and 
pupil of Mir Muhammad Ali-el-Husaini. He 
resided first in Khorasan, then in Shiraz, and 
afterwards in India, principally at Murshidabad, 
in Bengal. He tells us in his preface that, in 
A. H. 1185 (A. D. 1771), lie was persuaded to 

undertake the compilation of a Persian Pharma- 
copoeia, and that when this was completed, he 
commenced writing Makhzan-eb-Adwiya, or 

" Treasury of Medicines," a work compiled 
from the most important of the Arabic, Persian, 
and Indian works on Materia Medica, supple- 
mented by his own experience. He also tells 
us that he gained a knowledge of some new 
medicines from Europeans. We, accordingly, 
find Jalap, Guaiacum, &c., and even such a little 
known drug at the present time as Mechoacan, 
or Avliite Jalap, mentioned in his work. There 
is ample evidence iu the Makhzau that lie did 
not accept without enquiry the statements of 
older writers, as, in mauy places, afters tatiug the 
generally accepted opinion, he proves it from 

personal observation to be incorrect. As in all 
Mahometan works on Medicine and Materia 

Medica, we find included in his book a number 
of medicines mentioned by Greek and Latin 

writers, which are never found in Indian drug- 
shops, but which having been mentioned by 
Hippocrates, Galen, Dioscorides or Aviceuna, 
it would be high treason to discard. 
Much interesting information concerning the 

domestic remedies of the Concan has been 

gleaned from Wanaushadi Prakasha of Mr. 

Wasudeo Chintamon Bapat of Naringre, in the 
Ratnagherry Zillah. 
The botauical nomenclature of the Flora of 

British India has been followed instead of that 
of the Bombay Flora of Dalzell and Gibson. 
References to figures of the plants have been 
inserted, and the information contained in Dr. 
G. Watt's catalogue of the economic products 
of India, exhibited at the Calcutta Exhibition 
of 1883-84, has been freely made use of. 


