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In a list of incentives to crime, the law of the land 
must surely hold a very prominent position. In the 
United States at the present day a very high propor- 
tion of the crimes committed?detected and otherwise 
?are associated with the evasion of the prohibition 
laws. Prior to 1832 some of the most spectacular 
crimes in the United Kingdom were committed on 

account of the law which allowed only the bodies of 
executed criminals to be used for purposes of dis- 
section. Nevertheless, anatomy flourished in those 
days just as the drink trade flourishes in America to- 
day ; the student and doctor had to learn his anatomy 
and, despite the law, he did it?not openly, but every- 
body knew that he was doing it. To-day the hospit- 
able prohibitionist Congressman does not openly dis- 
play his bottle of smuggled whiskey, but his acquain- 
tances all know that when they call he will remove 

from a bookshelf what appears to be six volumes 

containing the works of Shakespeare, but which in 
actual fact is a case containing a very fine selection of 
alcoholic beverages. 

In the book under review Dr. James Moores Ball 
has given us many details of the history of the study 
of anatomy and pathology in Europe up to and in- 

cluding the time of the passing of the Anatomy Act 
in 1832, together with descriptions of many of the 
crimes that were committed to provide anatomical 
material. The last chapter gives a very short account 
of the early study of anatomy and pathology in 
America and some details of the crimes of the 

" 
re- 

surrectionists," both prior and subsequent to the 

passing of the Anatomy Acts in the United States 

which, with one exception, were subsequent to 1832. 
There is much valuable information collected in this 

book, but the outstanding feature is the numerous 

excellent reproductions of old prints and of portraits 
of distinguished pioneers in the study of anatomy. 
On the whole the book is uneven; it is more a collec- 
tion of incidents than a complete history of the sub- 
ject. Nevertheless, to the library of the student of 
medical history this book will form an important 
addition. 
For the unnecessarily dysphuistic title there appears 

to be no excuse and we are surprised that the pub- 
lishers should have allowed so fine an example of 
book production to be thus disfigured. 

L. E. N. 




