
RARE CASE OF ? MONSTER." 

By W. P. HARRIS, M.D., 
Shahjehanpore. 

A male monster, with two bodies joined together, front to 
front from above downwards as far as the navel, and possessed 
of only one brain. 
The presence of the one brain determined the whole confor- 

mity of this monster. 
The brain was well formed, and situate with its anterior he- 

misphere looking to one side of the conjoined bodies. It was 

bounded by bones of the skull arranged as follows :?Frontal 
bones separated by a distinct suture enclosing the anterior 

hemispheres ; beyond these, temporal bones below and parietal 
bones above, and occipital bones looking to the spine of each 

body. On the side of the expanded skull, on which there was 
no face, the frontal bone was absent (though there was a double 
set of all the other bones), and the calvarium was enclosed at 
that side by the two pieces of parietal bone meeting each other. 
The whole external configuration was made to conform to the 
peculiar position of the anterior hemispheres of the brain, as 
there was a face looking over the shoulders, so to say, of the 

conjoined monster, and a compound chest under the face formed 
of the right clavicle, right half of the sternum, and right ribs 
of one child, conjoined with the corresponding left parts of the 
other child. The two bodies forming the monster were as 

though the thoracic and abdominal cavities of each had been 

opened by an incision from between the clavicles extending 
through the centre of the sternum, and along the'abdomen as 
far as the navel, and then had been expanded and joined front to 
front. (See Lancet, page 548, dated 11th November, 1865, for a 
drawing of a case of double monstrosity, which is from the 
shoulders downwards an exact representation of my case). 

Inside the chest case and abdomen thus formed, one set of 
lungs and one heart were in their correct relative positions, and 
a large liver extended from the hypochondrium of one body 
into that of the other. 

There was another set of organs situated behind these, not 
so fully developed. 
The circulation passed through a large umbilical vein into 

the liver of the facial side of the monster ; then through a vena 
cava into the right auricle, and thence through the foramen 
ovale into the left auricle, left ventricle, and ascending aorta to 
the brain ; thence returning vi& the superior cava, right auricle 
and right ventricle, pulmonary artery and ductus arteriosus, into 
the descending aorta ; this was very large, and gave off large 
branches and vessels between the two livers. 

It appeared to be from these large connecting branches that 
the liver and organs situate on the non-facial side were 

supplied, inasmuch as the umbilical cord of that side was 

impervious, and the blood of the descending aorta of the same 
side did not terminate in the usual way in the placenta vi& the 

hypogastric and umbilical arteries, but was expended in supply- 
ing the lower extremities of one of the bodies. 

" The law of symmetry, conjugation, or affinity, founded 

upon the general observation that all formations proceed from 
the circumference to the centre, and that the body generally, 
and each organ, is originally divisible into two parts ; that each 

part grows towards the medial line, where it meets its opposite, 
and is joined to it, receives an elucidation from this case." 

In this monster, one side of the single brain was connected 
with the spinal cord of one body, and the other side with the 

spinal cord of the other ; thus each may be said to have pos- 
sessed a distinct brain and cercbro-spinal axis formed of one 
hemisphere and one-half of the spinal cord,?in the case of the 

fornjer organ conjoined with, but in the latter widely separated 
from, its corresponding portion through arrest or abnormal 
development, preventing the two halves meeting and uniting, as 
occurs in the normal condition. 

In what way was this monstrosity developed ? Kirkes says 
that " the nervous matter constituting the substance of the 
rudimental spinal cord and brain are the first parts of the 
embryo that are developed. The parts then unite from 

opposite sides." In this case the brain or cerebral vesicles 

united, but the rudimental spinal cord appears to have remained 
disunited, and in process of time each half to have become 

developed into a perfect spinal cord, and this independent ner- 
vous-centre to have brought in its wake all its dependencies, 
i. e., limbs, &c., &c., the one brain, from its dual action, being 
sufficient to preside over the two perfect bodies. 
Thus this case is another proof of the correctness of Dr. 

Wigan's theory, that we all have two perfect brains enclosed in 
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one skull, each capable of performing all the functions of both 
combined. 

_ 

The facts supporting the above view that this germ was 

single are the following : first, there was an entire absence of 
the vestige of a second cerebrum ; second, the spinal cords of the 
two bodies were equally attached to the two sides of the cere- 

brum, so that one of "them could not have been acephalic. 
Hunter used to maintain that the theory of unity of organisa- 
tion received nowhere more ample illustration than in these 
cases of rtionstrosity. Here, for instance, we have the brain pre- 
siding over more than one spinal cord. 
Something analagous to this may perhaps be met with in some 

of the lower divisions of the animal kingdom. 
The monster was premature, thirteen inches in length, and so 

small as to produce no difficulty at the time of labour. The 

mother was a poor native, whom I did not see myself, but her 

husband stated that she was quite healthy, without any mal- 

formation, and that she had had no fright or accident during 
pregnancy. ' She. has had only one child previously, who is now a well- 
formed girl of five years of age. 


