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This number contains two short monographs, or 

perhaps, as they only deal with one particular aspect 
of their respective subjects, they should be referred to 
as articles; they are: 

' A new conception of the morbid 
changes in diseases of the thyroid gland, based on 

experimental studies of the normal gland and the 
thyroid in exophthalmic goitre', by William Francis 
Rienhoff, Jr., and 

' The clinical implications of experi- 
mental hematology', by Charles A. Doan. 
Let us deal with the second article first. From the 

point of view of the pure clinician we feel that this 
article may be disappointing. The writer stresses the 
importance of a complete investigation of the cellular 

picture in all diseases, but rather from the point of 
view of the research worker than of the clinician who 
wants to make a definite diagnosis in the particular case 
under investigation. If anything he rather emphasises 
the limitation of the conclusions that can be drawn, 
from a single total blood count, for example. He points 
out that the normal diurnal range of the leucocyte 
count is so great that the maximum is twice the 
minimum, that is to say, if a blood count at any parti- 
cular moment shows 5,000 cells per c.mm., this may be 
the minimum, in which case the maximum will be 
10,000 per c.mm., or it may be the maximum in which 
case the minimum will be 2,500 cells per c.mm. This 
does not encourage the clinician to place much reliance 
on a single blood count. This is perhaps all to the 

good; if he is in a, position to have a series of counts 
done, he will, we hope, have them done, if he is not, 
it is just as well that hej should know where he is and 
not be led astray by a single count. 
Anyone trying to keep in touch with modern hema- 

tology will find the article invaluable; it gives an 

excellent picture of the modern trend in this branch of 
science, a good resume of the most recent advances, 
and a useful select bibliography. 
The other article deals with its subject from a new 

point of view. It is well illustrated, and constitutes 
an important contribution to the subject. 
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