
PRELIMINARY NOTE REGARDING A DISCOVERS 
IN CONNECTION WITH THE ETIOLOGY OF THE 
DISEASE KNOWN IN THE TEA DISTRICTS 

OF ASSAM, CACBAR AND SYLHET, AS 
" PANI-GHAO " OR 

" WATER SORES." 

To the Editor of 
" The Indian Medical Gazette." 

Silt,?la June 1901, the Journal of Tropical Medi- 
cine published an article by the pen ot' Dr. Dalgetty of 
South Sylhet, dealing with the etiology of the disease 
endemic in the tea districts, ami generally known as " Pani- 
ghao 

" 
(the native term), or as 

" water-sores " or " sore-fect of 
coolies." 

Dr. Dalgetty arguing from the resemblance which the 
disease bears to the lesions of ordinary scabies, inferred a 
similar causation, and finding a small acarus present in the 
crusts from a certain number of cases, considered this to be 
the cause. Unfortunately the mite, which he described at 
length in his interesting article, appeal's on investigation to 
be only saprophytic in its habits. It is true that it may be 
found in the dried scabs or crusts from any neglected sore, in 
this country, but it also occurs in the refuse from grain- 
crushing mills and may be bred in large numbers on almost 
any dry animal matter. 
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certainly cannot be considered as a factor in the causa- 
of a disease such as "water-itcli." 

It 
tion of ? 
A number of experiments and observations, carried out 

during the past season, show that the real cause of the disease 
in question is the Dochmius Duodenale. 

This larval nematode is present in the soil surrounding the 
lines of tea garden coolies, in very large numbers during the 
rains, and it is through its attacks upon the bare feet of the 
coolies, that the characteristic lesion of the disease is produced. 
Judging from the result of experiments, the larval worm 

penetrates the skin, and in its passage introduces a number 
of 

putrefactive organisms, whose presence produces the resulting 
inflammation and suppuration. 
As the result of experiments the disease was produced 

artificially upon the arm and leg 
of a boy, a culture of the 

ankylostomal larva) being used in one case, and soil known 

to be, infected by the larval doclnnius being used in another. 
Similar experiments tried with Dr. Dalgetty's acarus proved 
entirely negative. 
I am continuing investigations in order to try and trace the 

final resting place of the larvae which penetrate the skin in 
the manner indicated. 

The observations made, so far, give complete corroboration 
to the statements made at the last meeting of the British 
Medical Association by Professor Sandvvith of Cairo. 

I shall hope to forward shortly a full account of the experi- 
ments and observations which led to the above discovery. 

CHAS. A. BENTLEY, 

M.B., C.M. (EOIX.) January, 1902. 
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