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During recent years there has beeu a considerable 
amount of imaginative writing regarding the part 
played by malaria in bringing about the downfall of 
Rome. The author of this book, who has spent his 
life fighting malaria in the Roman Campagna and 
who cannot therefore be accused of underrating the 
importance of this disease, deals with facts, as far as 
history can be said to provide facts, and does not 
subscribe to this romantic view of the destiny of this 
once great empire. The history of Rome, the city, 
has on the other hand been largely mitten by the 
anopheles mosquito. Rome itself has always been 

comparatively free from malaria, but its compass has 
been rigorously limited, as every attempt at expansion 
has had, sooner or later, to be given up; the suburbs 
of Rome have throughout the centuries seen a series 
of palaces, built and then abandoned and allowed to 
fall into ruins. Many emperors and the majority of 
the popes have made some attempt to deal with the 
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problem; some of them have had apparent, temporary 
successes, but in the end they have had to admit defeat. 
There seems to be little support for the suggestion, 
obviously made by their enemies, that the popes have 
deliberately neglected the Roman Campagna so that 
the miserable condition of this country should form a 

contrast to the grandeur of the Holy See. 
This history is divided into periods?the pre-Roman, 

the republics, the empire, the early and later middle 
ages, the modern period, and the latest history, even 
this last chapter only takes us up to the discovery of 
the mosquito carrier of malaria; with true Italian 

courtesy, not always reciprocated, the writer gives the 
major credit of this discovery to Ross. It is a matter 
of great regret that Professor Angelo Celli did not live 
to finish his work. His story of the campaign, which 
is now being so successfully waged in the Roman 
Campagna and in the inauguration of which he himself 
played so strenuous a part, would have formed an 

invaluable final chapter. The chapter contributed by 
the editor, his widow, gives us a glimpse at the results 
that are being obtained, but little in the way of detail 
as to how this swamp that has defied emperors and 
popes for twenty centuries is now being turned into a 

prosperous and fertile country-side. 
The book is a most entertaining and scholarly 

production; it cannot fail to interest the physician, 
the malariologist, the historian, and in fact anyone who 
is interested in human welfare. There are about forty 
pages of references; large numbers of these are to 
British writers. There is no suggestion that the book 
is a translation, but it is written in irreproachable 
English. 

L. E. N. 


