
FIVE CONSECUTIVE CASES OF 
TETANUS ENDING IN RECOVERY. 

^ 

By Rao Sahib R. S. TEMBE, l.m. & s., b.m.s., 

Medical Officer, Kalyan. 

Case No. 1.?Female, agricultural Hindu, 
developed symptoms on the 11th day after 

delivery. Treatment began two days later, 
when there was complete lockjaw and severe 

cramps of the muscles of the whole body. 
The temperature ranged between 101? and 
103? F. 
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Treatment consisted of:? 
1. Injection subcutaneouslv of tetanus 

antitoxin (B. W. & Co.'s) 3,000 units in one 

dose. 
2. Injections of 15 mins. of 1 per cent, so- 

lution of carbolic acid; one injection every 

day for four days. 
3. Routine mixture: 

Pot. Bromide ? ? Srs- 60 

Chloral Hydras. ? ? 8'rs. 30 

Eserine Sulph. ?? grs. 

Liq. Morph. Hvdrochlor. .. nun. h0 

Magnesii. Sulph. ? ? drs. iv 

Water to make ?? ozs- 1V 

One ounce 4 times a day. 
The case showed signs of improvement 

from the sixth day and recovery was com- 

plete after the 24th day. 
Case No. 2.?Male, young Mussalman of 22, 

milkman. Probable source of infection was 

through a septic sinus due to guinea-worm. 
He consulted a local practitioner for being un- 
able to open his mouth. He was thought to 
be suffering from local septic trouble and was 
(riven gargles. As the case got worse, he was 

shown*to me when he had complete lockjaw, 
stiff neck, arched back, blue face, frequent 
painful cramps, temperature between 99? 

and 102? F. Treatment was the same as 

above, except that the injections of carbolic 

acid were continued for 8 days. He took over 

a month for complete recovery. The anti- 

toxin used was from P. D. & Co. 

Case No. 3.?A high caste Hindu lady, aged 
20 developed signs of lockjaw on the 8th 

day after delivery. Treatment was begun 
two days later. All the symptoms were more 

severe than in the first two cases. 

The treatment given consisted of 6,000 units 

of antitoxin (Lister Institute) on the first day 
and 3,000 units on the second day ; routine mixture 
and injections of carbolic acid for 12 days. 
The fever used to be between 101? to 104? F. 

Cramps were very severe and very painful. 
She took over a month and a quarter for re- 

covery from all symptoms. The symptoms 
were more or less stationary for the first 10 

days. 
Case No. 4.?Mussalman boy of 7. No 

definite source of infection could be seen, ex- 

cept that the boy had several pustules due to 
scabies. He was brought to the dispensary 
for severe and recurring bleeding from his 

tongue which was severely bitten. It was on 

the day following that the diagnosis of tet- 
anus was made from the peculiar state of 

contracted muscles of the face, jaw and the 

forehead. 1,500 units of antitoxin (Lister 
Institute) were injected and the boy was put 
on to the usual mixture in proportional doses. 

Injections of carbolic acid solution were given 
for 7 days. The case went from bad to worse 
for 5 days, when another 1,500 units of the 

antitoxin were injected. After this injection 

the case went on improving and the boy was all 
right in about 25 days. 

Case No. 5.?Mussalman boy of 15, poultry 
keeper, got injured by an iron nail, the 
wound becoming septic. On the 7th day he 
developed symptoms. Two days later I was 
shown the case. It was a very severe case 
of tetanus. The whole body was stiff and 

arched; the boy was getting very painful 
cramps at frequent intervals, temperature 
103.8? P., pulse 140. 1,500 units of antitoxin 
(Lister Institute) were injected at once and 
the boy was put on to the usual mixture. Car- 
bolic acid injections were given for three 

days, when another 1,500 units of the antitoxin 
were injected. The father took away the 
mixture for three more days only, and I 

heard no more of the case. I thought that 
the boy must have died. Fifteen days later 
the father met me on the road and told me 
that the boy got well after they gave an 

offering of a goat to the 
" 
Pir." 

1 publish these notes for what they are 
worth without attempting to draw any con- 
clusions. All cases except No. 4 were viru- 
lent in my opinion. 


