
1 SPONTANEOUS RUPTURE OF SPLEEN." 

\'o the Editor of " The Indian Medical Gazette." 

Sir,?May I crave your indulgence in allowing the follow- 
ing case a corner in your valued journal._ 
Karamcliand, aged about 45 years, residing at Hardoi, wlio 

was addicted to drinking alcohol to excess and smoking 
cliaras, fell down unconscious in a lane while walking on the 
afternoon of 13t,h August 1906 and died immediately. 
Result of post-mortem examination is as follows :? 

External body was very much emaciated. Head, brain 
was congested, sinuses were engorged with blood. There was 
serious effusion in the ventricles of brain. 

Lungs, congested but normal. Heart, pericardium much 
thickened and adherent in patches. Both chambers full of 
blood. Liver pale and anemic and hardened, probably due 
to cirrrhosis. 

Spleen : there was no mark of external injury on the part 
corresponding to the region of spleen. Abdominal cavity was 
full of serous blood. Spleen was ruptured ; the tissue was 
so soft, friable and pultaceous that not an inch of the solid 
tissue could be taken out entire. It was lying in a thickened 
and stiff capsule which shewed as if it was a bag containing 
the pultaceous mass. 
The stomach was thickened and congested. The veins 

were prominent and congested. These changes were more 
prominently marked at its cardiac end. Kidneys congested. 
From the post-mortem appearances there is no doubt that 

the patient was suffering from chronic alcoholism. 
The reason for publishing this case is the rarity of spontane- 

ous rupture of spleen even in alcoholic persons. In chronic 
alcoholism the morbid appearances are as a rule increase of 
fibrous tissue in the organs and hence cirrhosis of liver and 
congestion and enlargement of spleen, but in this case the 
spleen tissue was quite soft and friable. It had not undergone 
the lardaceous change for it had not the appearance of sago 
spleen as described in books; and 

_ generally lardaceous 
changes take place in the other organs if one organ is affected. 
The rupture was quite spontaneous, probably due to contrac- 
tion of extraordinary muscles of respiration brought to head 
in a fall, for there was no history to suggest that the man was 
given a blow in the splenic region or that M'hile falling down 
he hit himself against a hard substance in the splenic region. 
I should thank your readers very much if they have come 
across such cases in their practice. 
Lastly my thanks are due to Dr. Wazir Sing, Civil Surgeon) 

for allowing me to take notes of this case. 

J. P. MODI, L.K.C.r. &S., E.L.F. P.S.G., 
Civil Assistant Surgeon. 

Hardoj, Oui>h, ) 

20th August 1906. J 


