
Art. XIX.?Die Pathologie und Therapie der Geisterlcrankheiten auf 
anatomisch-physiologischer Grundlcige. Von J. L. C. Schroeder 
van der Kolk.?Braunschweici, 1863. pp. 217. 

The Pathology and Treatment of Mental Diseases founded upon Ana- 
tomy, Physiology, tt'c. By J. L. C. SCHROEDER VAN DER KOLK. 

-The name of Tan der Kolk is familiar to every medical man at all 
versed in modern physiology and medicine. It brings honour to 
ni l ? ,natlVG Jand} not on,y on account of his anatomical and 
in ̂ S1.0.??lca lesearches, but also because he was the prime instrument 
T)nirif-1Sin?7 ? ??udition insane from the lowest to the highest 
rpaawlf? 4.,m ?SinS about the construction of asylums which are 
should be 

ug out Europe as models of what such institutions 

wis tm.EfGntiWOric?is a posthumous publication. Its composition 
finallv intpi"06 t1? ' Was C01ltiuued, though health failed, and was 

<JeUth befOTe ^ be entirely completed. It 

,, , ^ and crowning work of this able author and most excellent man, and will secure his fame as a writer on mental disorder, as his well-known physiological papers have done for him as the learned professor ot physiology in the University of Utrecht. 
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Upon the death of Van der Kolk, the honourable duty of placing 
the treatise before the public was committed to one of his pupils, 
Dr. Hartsen, whilst the German translation was made by Dr. Theile. 
We regard this small work as one of the most valuable contribu- 

tions to psychological medicine, and particularly so on account of the 
endeavour made in it to connect disordered mental phenomena with 
definite pathological conditions?in other words, to place the study of 
insanity upon a rational pathological basis. That this is the special 
feature of the treatise is indicated by the fact that of the 217 pages 
of which it consists, 120 are devoted to an examination of the physio- 
logical and pathological anatomy of the brain. The second section of 
the work is occupied with the pathology and therapeutics of insanity, 
this malady being considered under two heads, as idiopathic and as 
sympathetic insanity. In this second portion the principal forms of 
mental disorder are passed under review, their symptoms and course 
sketched, and their treatment discussed in a truly practical manner. 
Moreover, although he has avoided producing a bulky book, he has 
contrived to give a good outline of those disorders, and to illustrate 
most of them by well-selected cases. 
The physiological portion of the treatise will be read with especial 

interest, as constituting a brief summary of the latent views of the 
lamented author on most of the important problems relative to the 
cerebro-spinal nervous system, and as addressing itself as much to the 
student of general medicine as to those engaged specially in the sub- 
ject of mental disorder. 


