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A Hindu male, aged 36 years, went to a mela during 
the Holi festival on 1st March, 1934. On the night 
of 2nd March, he vomited three or four times; he did 
not regard this seriously. On 3rd March at noon he 

began to vomit vehemently and his urine became 

suppressed. He had severe cramps in the muscles of 
the hands, legs and feet. He called in a homoeopath, 
who prescribed medicines for acidity which did no good 
to the patient. Early next morning, on the 4th March, 
I was called for. I found the patient in a pulseless 
condition, with respiration slightly increased; cramps 
in the legs, feet and hands were very severe and he 

was vomiting frequently. 
I diagnosed the case as one of cholera sicca, and as 

I had not the apparatus for giving saline intravenously 
I prescribed saline injection per rectum, hoping this 
would be of some benefit as there was no evacuation 
of the bowels. I injected atropine sulphate gr. 1/100 
for the cramps and prescribed a mixture with acid 

sulphuric aromatic and stimulants, and a powder with 
calomel, camphor and sodium bicarbonate. 
In the afternoon it was reported that the cramps and 

vomiting still continued. I saw the patient again and 
found that the pulse had reappeared, and frequency of 
vomiting was rather less, but the cramps were still very 
severe, the abdomen tympanitic, the urine still sup- 

pressed and the bowels had not moved as yet. The 
skin of his hands and feet was shrivelled and wrinkled. 

I injected one pint of normal saline with sodium 
bicarbonate intravenously, gave another dose of 

atropine sulphate gr. 1/100, and prescribed caffeine and 
sodium benzoate, 5 grains in 2 cubic centimetres, for 
removing suppression of urine. The mixture and powder 
were repeated. 
The next morning it was reported that the cramps 

had totally ceased during the night, and that the patient 
had passed urine three times after 32 hours' complete 
suppression. The bowels did not move throughout the 
period. From that, time convalescence was uneventful. 

* Rearranged by Editor. 


