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lTis a graceful act in Dr Wickham, who spent a long time in 
le study of dermatology in London, and who visited Edinbuigli 

specially to see for himself the mode of teaching pursued here, to 
({ev?te Ins first effort on tlie lavge scale to an investigation into a 
Vjsease which has been associated with the name ot the greatest living 

1 itish surgeon. The view which Dr Wickham takes of Paget s 
(. lsease of the nipple is indeed a new one, but if finally established, 
ls.at the same time one which must modify considerably our notions 
*ith regard to cancer. Though unquestionably most common on 
fhe female breast, he shows that the identically same complaint may 

,e rnet with elsewhere, and in other situations, manifesting the same 
characters. Further, he claims to have proved in the volume before 
Us> that it is directly due to the presence and proliferation of a 
Particular organism belonging to a class hitherto little studied. It 

!?s. been known for some time that parasites belonging to the 
lvision of the protozoa called psorosperms or coccidia, and lelated^ 
? ^le gregaringe, are occasionally found in the epithelial tissues of the 

vertebrata, but the idea that such were in any way connected 
jV'h epithelioma is quite a recent one. It is theiefoie in the 
Ugliest degree important that all the facts upon which such an 
opinion is based should be placed at as early a date as possible befoie le profession in a concise and. accurate form. This is what Dr 
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Wickham lias done, and well done, in this exhaustive work, wliic 
whether the theory therein sustained eventually stands or falls, 

wi 

hold its own as a classical contribution to medicine. The history 

of the affection, from the time when Sir James Paget first drevv 
attention to the fact that a chronic disorder of the integument o 
the nipple and breast in females was followed in time by cancer o 

the organ itself, down to the present day, is fully detailed, the 

clinical description is graphic, and the elements ot diagnosis la* 
down so clearly that an error is scarcely possible after a careru 

perusal. The pathology of the ailment, on the assumption that 
it 

is of parasitic origin, is; as might be expected, given at great lengtli, 
and is illustrated by a series of microscopic drawings of i'eal 

excellence. One is astonished after inspecting these, that objects so 
remarkable as the bodies which he, and we must add M. Malassez, 
and M. Balbiani also regard as psorosperms, could have for so long 
escaped recognition as such, if they are so in reality. So fa1' 

inoculations into the tissues of rodents, and into the skin of I}1' 
Wickham himself, have failed to produce any effect, nor has culti- 
vation on moist sand led to any decisive result. Perhaps too much 
stress must not be laid on either of these, however, for we yet know 
so little about the conditions under which these organisms live and 

develop, that we cannot afford to be hypercritical. The publica- 
tion of this volume is evidence how earnestly France is striving to 

regain her lost position with respect to dermatology, and we will be ^ 
much surprised if in the future Dr Wickham does not give most 
valuable aid in the effort to re-establish it. 


