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This book has been written by two senior members 
of the Indian Medical Service who have long been con- 
nected with laboratory work on foods, drugs, and 
water in their official capacities, and as such they have 
acquired very considerable experience. The book is 
therefore an embodiment of knowledge, long experi- 
ence, and skill. 
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A valuable feature of the book is its special applica- 
tion to Indian conditions. There are several books 
Written on the subject in general, but none of them 
deals with analysis of Indian foods and Indian water 
supplies. Hence the book is assured of a very warm 

reception at the hands of public health laboratory 
Workers in India, especially of the students who are 

|)r_eparing themselves for the examination for the 

j-hplorna in Public Health of Indian universities. The 
book is the more welcome, because it contains com- 
pletely up-to-date information on the subject; for 
?nstance the chapter on 

" 

hydrogen-ion concentration" 
Which subject has been completely omitted in such a 

standard textbook as 
" Kenwood" is here fully des- 

eribed, and ten pages devoted to it. 

fpfv 
e arrangement of the chapters dealing with the 

different subjects is here logical and methodical, and 
"eipful from the student's point of view. This is often 
not the case with textbooks dealing with the subject, 
generally it is very difficult for the medical student to 
lodow the natural sequence in organic and inorganic 
chemistry in relation to public health, as he is very 

tlT to have forgotten his elementary chemistry by 
the time he passes his final M.B. examination. So 
when he comes to read chemistry for his D.P.H. ex- 

amination, he is quite at sea, when asked to commence 
straightaway with water and food analysis. The 
standard books 011 the subject for his instruction rarely 
give the student the necessary preliminary ideas 011 

methods of general analysis, acidimetry and alkali- 
metry, thiosulphate titration, etc. This being the case, 
the student experiences difficulty when he is suddenly 
called upon to carry out food and water analysis. The 
book under review removes this difficulty by devoting 
one full chapter to this general analysis at the very 
beginning, and this will be most helpful to students. 

In the fitness of things, analysis of alum, lime, and 
bleaching powder should be included in the chapter 011 
Water and sewage analysis, but this is, curiously enough, 
"?t to be found in any other textbook. The authors 
nave not omitted to describe these analyses. The 
chapter 011 

" 

aims, objects, and interpretations of the 
sanitary chemical analysis of drinking water 

" is very 
Well written, and most instructive. Indigenous Indian 
samples have been well chosen here, a fact which will 
be much appreciated by all workers in India interested 
111 the subject of water analysis. Some of the explana- 
tions are quite original, e.g., the free ammonia content 
m such a surface water as that of the river Hughli 
remaining low in spite of considerable pollution, owing 
u if ^eat t^lc tropical sun acting deleteriously on 
L 

" 

n'trifying organisms." 
I he subject of milk has been very comprehensively 

dealt with. It is pleasing to find here analyses of such 
"'digenous articles as chunna, with suggestions for 
the standards to be fixed. These suggestions should 
prove useful guides to local authorities, if they choose 

include such foodstuffs in future amendments of the 
??d Adulteration Act. 
In the chapter 011 

" oils and fats" their general 
chemistry and classification have been fully dealt with, 
and this section will be very useful to students in 

^>'ing to grasp the principles underlying their analysis. I he physics of the butyro-refractometer are fully ex- 

Plained with the aid of diagrams. Modern milling 
Processes for preparing flour are well described? 
another matter which is not dealt with in other text- 
books on the subject. D.P.H. students will much ap- 
preciate the schedules given of the latest regulations 
?n preservatives in food. A good description is also 
given of the kata-thermometer. In brief, within the 
narrow compass of 306 pages the authors have included 

possible information on the more important matters 
dealt with in public health chemistry. 
. Unfortunately, the table of atomic weights has been 
included in the section dealing with rag floe; this is 
clearly a printer's error. With the exception of a few 
minor printer's errors, however, which we hope, will be 
corrected in a second edition, the manner in which the 
book has been printed and got up leaves nothing to be 
desired. 

This book can be heartily recommended to all public 
health workers in India, and, above all, to all students 
preparing for a Diploma in Public Health. 

R. B. K. 


