OBITUARY.

LrEuT.-Colonel James CuruiE Robertson,

c.i.e., g.m.g.,

c.be., I.M.S.

The death of Lieut.-Colonel J. C. Robertson at Simla

from heart

failure, following pneumonia,

on

May

the

14th, 1923, deprives the Indian Medical Service of a
forceful and vigorous personality. The son of Alexander
Robertson of Kilmarnock, he was born in 1871 and
educated at Glasgow, where he took his m.a., in 1890,
his m.h. and c.m., with honours in 1894, and also his
He entered the I.M.S., in January 1896, and first
b.sc.
saw active service in the Sudan campaign.
Almost all Colonel Robertson's service was spent in
the Sanitary Department. After being placed on
special plague duty he served in S. Africa in 1901-2 on
special duty under the Director of Burgher Camps.
From being Deputy Sanitary Commissioner, N. W. F.
Provinces, he was promoted in 1912 to be Sanitary
Commissioner with the Government of India, in which
position he was closely associated with the welfare of
the Bacteriological Department, the Indian Journal of
Mcdical Research, and the Indian Research Fund
Association. In February, 1915, he returned to military
duty and in 1916 was in charge of the measures against
epidemic plague in Malta, his services in this capacity
being especially brought to the notice of the Government of India by Lord Methuen.
In 1917 he was
posted to Taranto, with the acting rank of colonel.
Here he succeeded in converting a veritable hot bed
of malaria into a military cantonment, used for many
months as a base for British troops in the Mediterranean operations.
In 1920 he was appointed Director
of Hygiene and Pathology at Army Headquarters,

Sept., 1923.]
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and had been granted furlough and was on the
departure from India when attacked by his
fatal illness. There are many in the service who will
look back to Colonel Robertson's devoted labours on
behalf of medical research work and public health in
India, and who will deeply regret the loss of one who
was not only a distinguished sanitary officer, but also
an entertaining host, a born raconteur, and a loyal
Scotsman.
Simla
eve

:

of his
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