
PLAGIARISM 

We regret that we must admit to having been 
unconscious accomplices in an act of flagrant 
plagiarism. 

In a recent number we published a paper on a 
certain modern surgical procedure. We accepted 
and published this article in good faith believing 
that it was an original description of this partic- 
ular technique. We did not imagine that all 
the ideas were original; in fact we natur- 

ally expected that the authors would have 

taken full advantage of all the recent 
literature on the subject and have added 
practical points from their own experience 
under local conditions, but we certainly did not 
suspect that more than three-quarters of the 
article was a word for word, sentence for sen- 
tence, and paragraph for paragraph a copy of a 
paper that had appeared in an English contem- 
porary only a little over a year earlier. 

We remonstrated with the perpetrators of this 
blatant plagiarism. The excuse given by the 
junior writer was that the substance of the paper 
had been given to him as a guide to procedure, 
by his late chief in a medical college hospital 
where he had been a house surgeon, and that 
he did not know that it was copied from a pub- 
lished paper. If this statement is true, it only 
seems to us to deepen the hue of the crime, for 
the writers, gave no indication in the paper that 
they were reproducing word for word another 

surgeon's instructions and there was no ack- 

nowledgment of any kind. The senior ' writer 
' 

appears to have had nothing to do with writing 
the paper, beyond 

1 

correcting' the typescript 
and disclaims all knowledge of the source. This 
habit of claiming joint authorship without any 
justification is unfortunately not an uncommon 
one in this country. One great danger of such 
a procedure is here exemplified. 
We are not proud of our share in this unfor- 

tunate incident, particularly as the medical 
journal in which the paper appeared is on our 

exchange list, but it is humanly impossible for us 
to be familiar with all the tens of thousands of 
medical articles that are published annually. 
We owe our sincere apologies to the journal and 
author in question, and these apologies have 
been issued, though we have not yet received 
any complaint from these sources. 


