
SUMMARIES OF ADDRESSES IN OBSTE- 

TRICS, SURGERY AND OPHTHALMO- 

LOGY AND MILITARY MEDICINE AND 

SURGERY. 
Obstetrics. 

Surgeon-Major Dimmock gave an introduc- 
tory address on the subject of forms of puerperal 
fevers in India. The introductory part of the 
address dealt with the importance of the work 
of the Countess of Dufferin Fund which was 

paving the way to a better knowledge of the 
science of midwifery and the diseases of women 
and children in India, in which there had not 
been so much advance as in general medicine and 
surgery. The effects of tropical climates, races, 
and other circumstances were considered, and 
the particular power of puerperal fevers asso- 

ciated with malarial fevers of the quotidian, 
tertian, quintidian, and remittent types with 

pyrexia, were- described and illustrated by cases 
and chalks. The form of puerperal fevers of the 
dysentric, thermic, and other unknown type 

were also referred to. A proposal was made to 
form an Indian Obstetrical Society, and men and 
women were urged to provide more material for 
the promotion of the clinical knowledge of 
fevers. With this object, as well as for the re- 

lief of suffering, the importance of employing 
skilled nurses of different castes and creeds was 

represented to the profession and the public as 
the growing need of the day. 

Surgery a.nd Ophthalmoscopy. 

Surgeon-Lieut.-Col. E. W. Lawrie delivered the 
presidential address in the above Section, and 
the following is a summary of his paper on the 
influence of Percival Pott, Syme, Simpson, and 
Lister on Modern Surgery. Dr. Lawrie began 
by a warm tribute to the paramount position of 
British surgery in India, he extolled the world- 
wide effects of the unique surgery of the North- 
West Provinces, and narrated a recent successful 
case of Listerian ovariotomy performed at a 

lonely out-station by a newly-passed pupil of 
the Hyderabad Medical School assisted by a 

compounder and two coolies. Pott established 
the principle on which modern surgery rests and 
evidentually discovered the basis of the aseptic 
system introduced scientificiallyllO years later by 
Lister. Syme extended and consolidated Pott's 
principles, added many new surgical operations 
and procedures, and following Simpson devised 
rules which are amply sufficient to insure uni- 
form safety in chloroform inhalation. Lister in- 

troduced the antiseptic system and revolutionized 
surgery. The surgeon's duty now consists in 

preventing sepsis and infection in fresh wounds 
and arresting them when they already exist; and 
modern surgery means that we know how to 
ensure with almost mathematical certainty and 
precision the immediate healing of wounds 
without suppuration. By whatever process this 
is accomplished we owe our knowledge entirely 
to Lister. Dr. Lawrie adverted to Dr. Bomford'a 
important discoveries in the Hyderabad Chloro- 
form Commission which were only rendered 

possible by the the Nizam's liberality. He 
concluded by saying that the unacknowledged 
safety of chloroform in India was not due 
to race or climate, but to the fact that 
the principles of Simpson and Syme have pre- 
dominated throughout India for many years 
past. The universal adoption of Syme's rules 
in modern surgery alone is needed to render 
the benefit of Simpson's priceless discovery 
unlimited. 

Military Medicine vs. Surgery. 

Surgeon-Colonel Gore, Army Medical Staff, 
Principal Medical Officer, Mhow Division, Bom- 
bay Army, in his address as President of this 
Section, reviewed the rise and progress of the 
Ambulauce in war amongst civilized nations. 
He pointed out that for many centuries syste- 
smatic arrangements for the care of the injured 
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in battle were conspicuous only by their absence, 
and that it was not until the Christian era was 

well advanced that the surgeon became a recog- 
nised feature in the military establishment. 
How the world owed an incalculable debt to 

Baron Rency, a leading surgeon in the armies of 
Napoleon, for the conception of the first organi- 
zation of a prompt aid to the injured, the imme- 
diate effect being an entire rehabilitation of 
these services, improved subsequentl}7" by Baron 
Larrey, surgeon-in-chief of the French armies, 
during their most brilliant campaign, and by 
Sir James McGrigor, Principal Medical Officer 
to Lord Wellington in the Peuinsula. He showed 
how forty years of peace had dissipated the 
experience of war of the Crimean Campaign. 
He also alluded to the recentty published inter- 
esting experiences of Sir Evelyn Wood and Lord 
Wolseley during that period, and to the sanitary 
and hospital experiences of the Civil War in 

America; the introduction of Bearer companies 
and improved Field Hospitals in theRussianarmy, 
and the excellent work performed b}^ them in the 
Bohemian wars in 186(3 and in France in 1870. 
The surgical, medical and sanitary experiences of 
these and of the French in Algeria, the work of 
the Red Cross Societies and the latest changes 
in the French and German Medical Societies, 
were also referred to, and the opinions of Billroth, 
Bardeleben, Major-General of the Russian army, 
were quoted as more recent witnesses as to the 
future of the wounded, and the measures which 
must be adopted to cope with the great mass of 
wounded soldiers by whose valour great empires 
had been formed, and whose countless gallant 
deeds, soldier-like qualities many trials, most 
uncomplainingly endured, and discipline under 
the most trying circumstance, has made the alle- 
viation of their sufferings an important duty of 

every State. 


