
GOA POWDER AS A REMEDY IN PSORIASIS. 

TO THE EDITOE OF TIIE " INDIAN MEDICAL GAZETTE." 

Siu, ?A patient who had suffered from a most obstinate and 
intractable attack of psoriasis (for years) scattered over 
different parts of the body, and which resisted all kinds of 

treatment, both internally and locally, including the application 
of Dr. Squire's glycerole of subacetate of lead, was speedily 
cured by the use of Goa powder, which was applied according 
to the directions supplied with the bottle. The diseased parts 
of the skin were gently rubbed with water, by means of a small 
piece of sponge, and while wet u little of the powder was 
applied with tiie finger. This was repeated every morning ; the 
remedy acted like a 

" charm," and within two weeks the disease 
had disappeared. For the first few days the patches assumed 
a white appearance in the centre, surrounded by a circular rosy 
areola with slight, irritation of the skin ; this disappeared 011 
giving up the use of the powder for a few days. 

This patient also suffered for more than seven months from 

agonising attacks of facial neuralgia (left inferior dental 

nerve.) The paroxysms came on periodically at certain fixed 

hours, and as suddenly in their approach as an electric shock, 
and lasted for two hours. Every kind of remedy, constitutional 
and local, including the far-famed gelseminutn, proved ineffec- 
tual. The patient's life was rendered utterly miserable. The 

only remedy that gave relief to the paroxysms was the inhala- 
tion of chloroform, but the after effects were so disagreeable 
that this had to be given up. Tiie endermic application of 
morphia for a short time postponed the paroxysms for a few 

days, but as soon as the system became used to the sedative, the 
attacks returned with renewed fury. The disease evidently 
had a malarious origin from the fact of its having taken the 
place of attacks of ague to which the patient had been subjected 
since a severe attack of " Terai Fever" during the mutiny. 
In fact his system was thoroughly saturated with "Malaria." 
Unfortunately he could not take quinine for any length of 
time without being almost crazy from it, but when the quinine 
wan given in 5-grain doses, dissolved in hydrobromic acid, 
(Vide Brit. Med. Journal, Mar. 31st, 1877. pp. 398-99) 
night and morning, the noise in the ears and deafness dis- 

appeared, and the neuralgia rapidly left the unhappy patient, 
whose general health had been fearfully broken down by the 
frightful agony he had endured for so long, which 110 words can 
describe, and which must be experienced to be appreciated. It 
must be mentioned that the cure of the psoriasis was 

entirely due to the " chrysarobine," as the disease had dis- 
appeared before the solution of quinine was given. 

I am, 
Sir, yours, &c., &c., 

Theobald Ringeb. 

Dalhousie, 30th August 1877. 


